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DVERTISING often furnishes a little or a big 
bridge from your needs to their fulfilment. Do 
you use that bridge as much as you might ? 
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The Faith of Jesus 
By Emmet Russell 
And the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 


is i of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
Jor me.-—Gal, 2; 20. 


LIVE by the faith of the Son of God ; 
No lesser faith satisfies : 


By the faith that in love was sealed with His blood ; 
No lesser faith sanctifies. 


~ 


© Christ, not mine to choose or leave 
Of the truth concerning Thee ; 

All Thou believest I believe, 
For thy faith lives in me! 





Science Never Works Miracles 


Miracles are always beyond science. Let us be 
careful, therefore, not to fall into the common error 
of saying that it ought to be easier to believe in mir- 
acles to-day, with scientific wonders abounding. A 
miracle is a supernatural act of God’s sovereign and 
arbitrary intervention, beyond all laws, known or un- 
known, of the so-called “natural” world. Scientific 
marvels can be seen and accepted by the natural, un- 
regenerate man. God’s miracles can be apprehended 
fully only by the born-again man. Science appeals to 
sight. Miracles appeal to faith, Therefore any at- 
tempt to prove the facts or historicity of Bible mir- 
acles by adducing scientific evidence of similar results 
in the natural world is not helpful, but is positively 
harmful, to Christian faith. For faith and sight are 
in fundamentally different realms. We are to believe 
in God’s miracles, not because we see how they may 
be accomplished, but because God’s Word declares 
that they have been accomplished. One of the most 
subtle and shocking attempts, recently, to prove the 
historicity of the virgin birth of Christ is an elaborate 
thesis on parthenogenesis (reproduction without sex- 
ual union), asserting that, because laboratory experi- 
ments have succeeded in producing baby frogs without 
a frog father, we may now intelligently believe the 
Gospel records of the virgin birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! Again, multitudes who love and honor the 
veteran Baptist minister Dr. Russell H. Conwell will 
deeply regret his statement to the graduating class of 
Temple University, Philadelphia, last month, as re- 











ported in the Public Ledger: “The theologian cannot 
find in the Bible any miracle more’ wonderful than the 
radio and the motion picture.” Are radio and the 
movies, then, wonders equal to Christ’s raising from 
the dead the decomposing body of Lazarus, and Christ’s 
own resurrection? God ferbid! The highest, most 
accurate human science is the result of man’s natural 
thinking. But, says God, “My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways... . For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.” 
oe 


Which Way is Your Back? 


Repentance regrets sin; remorse regrets conse- 
quences. The latter may have no desire to forsake 
sin; the former flees sin. In the vast forest of Fon- 
tainebleau in France there are hundreds of miles of 
roads and paths forming such a network that the 
unwary tourist may easily become lost.. Of course 
there are books and maps, but. the best indication of 
direction is in the forest itself. At each meeting- 
place of several paths there is what is called a 
“tourne-dos,” literally a “turn-your-back.” These are 
small red rectangles nailed up on a tree or a post. 
When one turns his back squarely orf this “tourne- 
dos” the most direct route to Fontainebleau lies 
straight before him. Follow it, and you find your 
way out of the forest. One man may be full of 
remorse because of the consequences of his sin. He 
is no whit nearer salvation. .Another- admits he is 
lost and resolves to turn his back on sin and go to 
Christ. As he does this Christ receives hith, saves 
him, cleanses, keeps, and guides him. Christ says, 
“I am the way,” and sin and Christ lie in opposite 


directions. 


Satan’s Lies — and Christ 


Satan is the father of lies (John 8:44). From 
the earliest dawn of history Satan has been working 
through some form of “Spiritualism” or “Spiritism.” 
The spirits who have been affording false comfort 
to many who lost their sons in the World War pre- 


The Two 


T IS dangerous to speculate, in one’s Bible study, 

but it is a good thing to cultivate an inquiring 

mind. It is dangerous to dogmatize on uncertain 
points, but it is legitimate to ponder them in one’s 
heart. Mary the mother of Jesus did not attempt to 
settle with finality all the amazing things that 
crowded in upon her mind in regard to her marvelous 
Son, but she “kept all these things, and pondered them 
in her heart.” By so doing she set a wholesome ex- 
ample for those who come across interesting material 
in their Bible study on which they cannot at the mo- 
ment pass with certainty. 

There is a fascinating line of. study suggested by 
the appearance of Moses and Elijah with Jesus upon 
the Mount of Transfiguration. Matthew’s account 
of this awe-inspiring scene is perhaps the most com- 
plete, although there is an unfortunate chapter divi; 
sion that cuts off all the explanatory verse: “Verily, 
I say unto you, There be some standing here, which 
shall not taste of death till they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.” Only six days after that 
impressive utterance Jesus takes the inner circle, 
Peter, James, and John, and brings them up to a high 
mountain, probably Mount Hermon, to show theni 
the Kingdom in miniature.. The impression made 
upon their minds may be gathered from Peter’s de- 
scription of the event, in which he refers to it as 
“the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The function of the inner circle was that of ob- 
servers, as Jesus had already indicated. _ The dra- 
matis persone of the event were Jesus, Moses, and 
Elijah, representing the law, the prophets, and the ful- 
filment. The only part taken by the three spectators 
was Peter’s unfortunate suggestion about the build- 


tending to bring word from these dead ones, are “lying 


spirits,” just as much as that one which enticed Ahab 
(1 Kings 22: 20-23). But these spirits label their lies 
as truth, and thousands to-day are falling into the 
error of this cult because they will not tear off the 
label and look under it. In a powerful address on 
Spiritism Mr. S. D. Gordon has pointed out that 
“ouija,” the name given to one of the instruments of 
Spiritism, the Ouija Board, is a double affirmative, 
“Yes, yes,” but it is, as Mr. Gordon said, “an etymo- 
logical monstrosity.” It is the French word for yes, 
“oui,” coupled with the German word for yes, “ja”! 
One almost finds himself expecting the “oui” to rise 
up and invade the Ruhr of the “ja”! Truth can be had 
only in our Lord Jesus Christ who claimed to be truth. 
He alone is the great, eternal, unchangeable, absolutely 
dependable “Yes.” ‘The divine ‘yes’ has at last sounded 
in him, for in him is the ‘yes’ that affirms all the prom- 
ises of God” (2 Cor. 1: 19, 20; Moffatt’s Translation). 


a 
Weight and Wings 


Crushing weights give the Christian wings. It 
seems like a contradiction in terms, but it is a blessed 
truth. David out of some bitter experience cried: 
“Oh, that I had wings like a dove! Then would I 
fly away, and be at rest” (Psa. 55:6). But before 
he finished this meditation he seems to have realized 
that his wish for wings was a realizable one. For 
he says, “Cast thy burden upon Jehovah, and he will 
sustain thee.” ‘The word “burden” is translated in 
the Bible margin, “what he «[Jehovah] hath given 
thee.” The saints’ burdens are God-given; they lead 
him to “wait upon Jehovah,” and when that is done, 
‘in the magic of trust, the “burden” is metamorphosed 
into a pair of wings, and the weighted one “mounts 
up with wings as eagles.” A servant of God who has 
been tested and troubled as few others has written 
in his Bible this bit of verse given him by another 
Christian who had learned how to fly, the mother of 
the missionary worker, Mrs. Homera Hodgson: 

“Be like a bird that, halting in its flight, 
Rests on a bough too slight, 

And feeling it give way beneath him sings, 
Knowing he hath wings.” 


Witnesses 


ing of the tabernacles, but Luke makes proper apol- 
ogy, for Iim in the words, “Not knowing what he 
said. 

The fact which is often overlooked, but which may 
be a key to certain Scriptures’thatare shrouded in more 
or less mystery, is that @ conversation took place 
upon the Mount, Luke’s account leaves no doubt of 
the subject of that important conversation. They 
“spake of his decease, which he .should accomplish at 
Jerusalem.” A momentous ‘theme for conversation 
was this transcendent event, great enough in its im- 
portance te bring to a common meeting-place the 
greatest of the law-givers, the most picturesque of 
the prophets, and Him who was so zealous that both 
the law and the prophets should find in Him and his 
mission their complete fulfilment. 

But the question arises, “What relation were these 
two celestial visitors to sustain to this marvelous 
eyent which brought them to the mountaintop to 
converse with him about it?” The argument may be 
advanced that they were only needed there to com- 
plete the miniature presentation of his kingdom, but 
the reference to the conversation appears to imply 
something of greater import. It arouses a desire to 
know whether these two outstanding representatives 
of the law and the prophets did not bear a more ac- 
tive relation to subsequent events than has been gene- 
rally understood. It therefore becomes interesting 
to follow up the great occurrences of those days of 
which they talked, for some trace of the share that 
Moses and Elijah may have had in them. 

Acd@ordingly, in the twenty-fourth chapter of Luke, 
we read of the resurrection morning and the per- 
plexed women standing outside the tomb. “And it 
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came to pass, as they were much perplexed there- 
about, behold, two men stood by them in shining gar- 
ments; and as they were afraid, and bowed doéwn 
their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why 
seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, 
but is risen; remember how he spake unto you 
while he was yet in Galilee, saying, The Son of man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and 
be crucified, and the third day rise again?” It should 
be observed that this account makes no reference to 
angels, but distinctly states that two men stood by in 
shining garments. There is no hint as to their iden- 
tity. 

We pass on to the first chapter of Acts, and scan 
the first epoch of that remarkable book having to do 
with the ascending Christ. As He is received up 
into glory, and his disciples gaze spellbound at the 
spectacle, “Behold, two men stood by in white ap- 
parel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven.” Again there is no hint of the identity of the 
two men, It is significant, however, that the message 
of these two strangers takes in the whole develop- 
ment of his kingdom at one sweep, and prophesies 
his return in glory, recalling the familiar passage, 
“His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east.” 

Going on in the Scripture account, we come finally 
in the Revelation to the most interesting reference 
of all. Events are moving swiftly to their consumma- 
tion, and that mysterious period of time, “forty and 
two months,” or “one thousand two hundred and three 
score days” (always approximating three years and 
a half), comes more frequently into mention. In 
connection with this eventful period, we tead, “And 
I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they 
shall prophesy one thousand two hundred and three- 
score days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the two 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before 
the God of the earth. . .. These have power to shut 
heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy ; 
and have power over waters to turn them to blood, 
_ pF 5 ae the earth with all plagues, as often as 

y will,” 

It is too much to say that there is no hint of iden- 
tity here. On the contrary, those peculiar powers are 
brought out that belon solely to those two heroes 
of faith, Elijah and Moses. To be sure, the strange 
reference that follows, recording what will happen to 
the two witnesses, is difficult to understand, but the 
four fragments of Scripture thus brought together 
at least arouse the spirit of inquiry as to whether 
the part taken in the consummation of the kingdom 
by these two celestial dignitaries may not be far 
greater than we have commonly thought. 

It should be borne in mind that they represent both 
wings of the_church,—that part that die and. rise 
again, and that part that is “caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air.” It would harmonize fully with the 
Saviour’s care and precaution with reference to the 
law and the prophets, if the two representatives of 
those eras co-operated with him until his glory 
should be an accomplished fact. 

An outstanding lesson of the “two men in white 
apparel” is their stedfastness and fidelity in their 


‘task of witnessing. The commission, “Ye shall be 


my witnesses,” is carried out with rare faithfulness 
by ‘the two great exponents of the law and the 
prophets. They testified to his birth, his ministry, his 
suffering, his death, his resurrection, and his return 
in glory.” Essentially, they bore witness to all the 


great facts of the Saviour’s ministry, from its incep- 
tion onward. They stand forth in the Scriptures as 
an eternal example to the “witnesses” of our day, 
and call upon us to be worthy of their exalted 
company. 

“O God, to us may grace be given, 

To follow in their train!” 





The Church’s Increasing Modernism 


A former -Presbyterian Sunday-school superintend- 
ent near Philadelphia” has written to, Mr. .Philip. E. 
Howard, President of The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, in frank expression of his satisfaction at the in- 
creasing movement within the professing Christian 
Church toward Modernism. A few sentences from 
this letter were quoted in the editorial in the Times of 
June 23, “Is Your Sword’ Whole—or Nicked?” 
The letter was apparently written before the writer 
had seen the editorial in the Times of June 9, 
on “The General Assembly — and the Crisis.” 


I think you miss the true significance of the action 
of the General Assembly, in merely quoting the actual 
figures in your comments in the Times of May 26. 

Cold figures by themselves mean little or nothing to 
a student of world movements, and the true significance 
of an event like that is only in relation to what has 
gone before and to what will probably follow. .. . 

In the first place many Presbyteries, notably Phila. 
delphia, were denied a minority re@presentation At 
least twenty-five percent of the ministers in this very 
conservative center were opposed to the overture 
{against Fosdick], and consequently while this would 
not have affected the final result, the voting of the 
entire Philadelphia delegation for the overture is not a 
true indication of the sentiment of the Presbytery. If 
carefully checked over tne entire country, I believe 
a fair inference wold be a much closer vote. 

In the second place, if I understand it aright, a count- 
ing of the vote shows that of the ministers that voted 
the actual majority registered in opposition. Without 
belittling the influence of the laymen, it is the minis- 
ter who is the real spokesman for the Church, and it 
was he who gave this matter the most careful 
thought. . . . It is one of the most significant and 
splendid signs that it should be the deliberate inten- 
tion of more than one-half the registered ministers 
to vote against this resolution. 

In the third place, as you state, the ecclesiastical 
machinery was largely opposed to the resolution. It 
is no accident that the liberal,forces are in control in 
practically every great denomination. Those are the 
men who are constantly coming to the front by rea- 
son of their intellectual power, their spiritual fore- 
sight, and their leadership of men and affairs. 

I believe it true to facts to say that among the 
men generally recognized as the leaders in the religious 
movements of to-day, a constantly increasing propor- 
tion are to be counted on .the side of modern interpre- 
tation of religious forces. It is the significance of this 
increasing proportion, as well as the character of the 
men, that is making itself felt among thoughtful per- 
sons. 

There is a fourth consideration which I omit because 
of insufficient data. How did the younger commissigners, 
those who have been in the ministry ten years or less, 
vote? There you will find the strength of the Liberal 
Movement of to-morrow. Let us not becloud the real 
issue. It is not so much whether the voters agreed 
with Dr. Fosdick or not. The Liberal movemens of 
to-day is more a state of mind, a method of approach 


"to truth, than in a subscribence to certain creeds or 


formalism. With a constant growth of this method, 
what is of Galue of the old is retained, and what has 
outlived its usefulness is dropped. The Assembly 
showed unmistdkably..that it-is against the process of 
reasoning that compels a man to subscribe to a creed 
- stop his intellectual growth forever right then and 
there. . 

Summing the ‘thing up, those of us who are inter- 
ested in the liberal movement of the day are profoundly 
gratified that in a Church generally considered so con- 
servative as the Presbyterian, such splendid evidence 
of liberal thought should be present. That their min- 
isters should come up to their great Assembly and take 
a stand of that kind is an astonishing thing. In the 
rejection of Mr. Bryan as Moderator, in the overwhelm- 
ing vote of the evolution resolution, and in the even 
division on the Fosdick matter, the Church stamps 
itself in no uncertain way as to the direction of its 
thoughts. ... 


Mr. Howard’s personal reply to this letter was as 
follows: 

“T have read your letter of June 8 with real interest. 
I realize; as I read it again, that you stand strongly 
on one side of a line, and I, with equal conviction on 
the other side. But I feel that my article and Mr. 
Trumbull’s editorial would generally be regarded as 
including an interpretation of the figures. So far as 
representation is concerned, it seemed to me that 
neither minority nor majority lacked representation 
in the Assembly, in any opportunity for expression 
of views, and as perhaps you know. Dr. Alexander 
MacColl appeared before the Bills and Overtures 
Committee, with the protest of the Philadelphia men 
to whom you refer. [Dr. MacColl is the Presbyterian 
minister who has condemned those ‘whose perpetual 
emphasis is upon... a physical birth, physical blood, 
a physical ascension and coming again; the letter of a 


“I agree with you that the vote in the Assembly, on 
several occasions, indicated the progress of Liberal- 
ism or Modernism in our Church. You coun¢ that a 
gain, while I count it a tremendous loss. 

“You count it a forward movement; I profoundly 
believe it is a backward movement, and a downward 
movement. I have studied the movement for years, 
here and abroad, in personal conversation with many 
types of thinkers and writers, and preachers, and plain 
people, and I have studied it in books and periodicals, 
secular and religious. I have seen with my own eyes 
some of the wreckage that Modernism and its denials 
of the Scriptures have caused in Europe, in England, 
and to some extent here. It has been my privilege for 
many years to be in touch with scholars on both sides 
of the Atlantic, and I am convinced that many minis- 
ters to-day are preaching what they do not realize are 
destructive views that were abandoned or repudiated 
long ago by a scholarship that meets the severest intel- 
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lectual and the most profound spiritual test. Just plain 
ignorance-is one of the charges that I believe is f 
to be brought against many a man who likes to thi 


gE. 


uncertainty and 
actual denial of many of the Bible statements has 
found its fruition in the ministry more than in the 
eldership, not because of the minister’s intellectual 
superiority, but because of his greater exposure to the 
atmosphere of doubt and denial in his training school. 
I confess that I am not very mueh impressed with 
what you refer to as the intellectual power and spirit- 
ual foresight and leadership as men of affairs, on the 
part of many outstanding men in the churches to-day, 
when I reflect upon the enthusiasm with which 
defend what they could easily discover, if they would, 
are obviously, in the light of-a superior scholarship, 
the errors of ignorance, committed by men who. have 
deduced theory from wholly insufficient fact. 

“T know that the tendency that I regard as unspeak- 
ably harmful gratifies you, but I cannot help wonders 
ing whether you are_really acquainted with what Lib- 
eralism actually teaches. When I have laid down be- 
fore friends of mine what Liberalism does teach, and 
how far it goes in denials of the Scriptures beyond 
anything that they had supposed, the shock has been 
visible and pronounced.” 


The Sunday School Times has been glad to learn 
that the writer of the letter who rejoices in Liberalism 
no longer superintends the Presbyterian Sunday-school 
which he formerly directed. He was recommended 
for re-election in the usual way, last March, but a 
member of the session of his church raised the ques- 
tion as to whether they had any right to continue as 
superintendent a man who did not accept the Bible 
as the Word of God.. The election was postpon 
prayer for guidance in the meantime was asked, an 
later the superintendent met with the session to talk 
the matter over. His own frank expression of his 
views, together with questions that were asked. him, 
brought out such unbelief that the pastor was shocked. 
The superintendent not only rejected the full inspira- 
tion of the Bible, but also the unique deity of Christ. 
He said that if re-elected he wished to feel free to 
teach what he considered the truth. . Recognizing .that 
his views were not shared by the pastor and session 
of the church, nor by many in the church and Sun- 
day-school, he wisely suggested that he withdraw as a 
candidate for re-election, and his superintendency was 
terminated. 

oe. 


Should the Deity Pronouns 
be Capitalized ? 


In the March 10 issue of your paper I notice that in 
your leading articles the pronouns referring to Jeste 
Christ and God are not capitalized. 

I have always understood that references to deity 
were usually supposed to be given that distinction. 
The omission caused’ me to wonder, especially when 
seeing it in your paper. Has a new grammatical edict 
gone forth, or is it an oversight on the part of your 
compositor or proof-reader? I hope the latter is the 
case, for I dread to see our Lord and Saviour dishon- 
ored in any fashion, no matter how slight. He is be- 
ing reduced to the level of common man at every op- 
portunity, and I’m sure we cannot. be too careful to 
guard against it. 

I trust you will not misunderstand my motive in 
seeking information.—A Chicago Reader. 


if 


The Sunday School Times gladly explains again, 
as it has done from time to time in the past, its cus- 
tom in the matter of not capitalizing pronouns re- 
ferring to Deity, —the three Persons of the Trinity. 
The Times believes it is best to follow the Bible in 
this, both the Authorized Version and the American 
Standard Version. The Chicago reader will find, 
perhaps to her surprise, that in her Bible the pro- 
nouns referring to God the Father, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. are never capital- 
ized. For many years The Sunday School Times 
has followed the Bible in this matter, and the articles 
that were noticed by this reader were not the result 
of any change in the Times’ custom, 

The reason for not capitalizing pronouns referring 
to God is a simple one. In any. printed matter, such 
as the Bible or a religious book or periodical, which 
has frequent, almost continuous references to God, 
to. begin with a capital letter each pronoun referring 
to God would defeat the very perece of doing 
so, by the effect upon the eye. It would mean so 
many capital leters obtruding themselves on the 
printed page that it would be an actual hindrance 
rather than a help in the reading. And in view of 
the fact that the time honored versions of the Bible 
itself, as well as the Hebrew and Greek manuscripts 
of the Word, do not thus use capitals, it will be 
readily understood that this custom is in no sense a 
dishonoring of the precious Person and perfect 
Righteousness of God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. 
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Rastus Augustus ’Splains Evolution 


And gets mad when his nephew accuses him of “guessing,” which “ain’t no pedagogical word” 





ASTUS AUGUSTUS, a pompous old colored 
man, is the college janitor who “listens in” on the 
class in biology and is aided and abetted by fun-lov- 
ing students who delight in teaching him theories 
which work confusion m the colored community, and 
eee him in words and phrases quite beyond his 
reac ‘ 
Mammy Lou, the accepted sage among the women 
and known in the little colored church as a “Serip- 


torian,” makes no secret of her scorn for any theory ~ 


that would put the Bible in eclipse. As occasion de- 
mands, she works in the home of one of the profes- 
sors who, not sharing the views of his colleagues, 
helps Mammy Lou to defend her faith, much to the 
discomfart of her mate. 

Jeff is a visiting nephew who wonders why his uncle 
is no longer a worker in the church, and Rastus un- 
dertakes an explanation. 


66 IS an evolutionary, I is.” 
“Uncle Ras, is you all agin the gov’ment?” 
“Most emphatical no! I is agin supe’stition. I 
is agin Santa Claus stories and snake stories and rib 
stories foah thousan’ years old. Science never make 
no headway long as she haf to be ’sponsible for ever’- 
thing what the Bible specify.” 

“Is you turned infidel?” - 

“That ain’t no polite word for no college folks; I 
is a ’vestigator.” 

“Ain’t you believe in no God?” 

“I ain’t deny no God, but he ain’t scientifical; he 
never got hisself differentiated.” 

“You mean he ain’t done been segregated?” 

“That ain’t no fitten word for no God. ’Pears like 
the human fambly need a more or less God, but he 
is just promiscous like, same like what you call anony- 
mous. The Bible ain’t no educated book, and man 
ain’t ’riginate from no dust. The ’vestigators done 
*cided that ever’thing what live is evoluted from mat- 
ter and fo’ce.” 

“How come?” 

hm sae and fo’ce all the time wrassel with each 
other.” 

“What they all fussin’ about, and which kind of 
matter wrassel with what kind of fo’ce?” 

“Evolution ain’t specify no kind of matter and fo’ce 
what has been concreted. It’s scientifical matter and 
fo’ce. The ’ologists ain’t ezactly ‘cided jest ezactly 
what matter and fo’ce is. Mebbe they is just one 
kind of matter and a right smart many fo’ces, and 
mebbe they is only one kind of fo’ce and a whole passel 
of matters, and mebbe matter -and fo’ce is jest the 
inside and the outside of the same,thing. Fo’ce never 
git ’scovered if they ain’t no matter, and matter never 
yet been found what ain’t mixed up with fo’ce. When 
either one of ’em go off solitary alone by itself, neither 
= ain’t. Evolution cogitate abstrac’ matter and 

o’ce.” ‘ 

“Abstrac’? That don’t say nothin’ to me.” 


The Likeness of an “Abstrac’”’ and a Bunghole 


Mammy Lou gave vent to her pent-up feelings. “He 
done tol’ you, chile. Abstrac’ is anything what soon 
as it gits by itself, it ain’t.” 

“They ain’t no sich thing,” said the puzzled Jeff. 

“Shore they is,” continued Mammy. “Ain’t they 
sich a thing as a bunghole?” 

“They is.” 

“And when you take it away from the bar’l, it ain’t. 
That’s jest the same like an abstrac’, This Rastus 
person start in with two abstrac’s what he say no- 
body understand, and he borry more abstrac’s what 
nobody got to loan. He bow God out the front way 
and kick the debbil out the back, an’ stick bungholes 
together till he spile his pedigree and bust his religion. 
When he git his bar’] made outa bungholes, God and 
the debbil laugh ‘cause it won’t hold nothin’ ’cept em- 
balming fluid, and posies in his hand.” 

Mammy had mixed her metaphors till Jeff did not 
see that she wag referring to the logical animal-like 
end of “the children of the ape.” 

“Co’se a bunghole bar’l wouldn’t hold anything, not 
even embalming fluid,” said Jeff. 

“Your uncle will,” said Mammy. “This yere mis- 
cellaneous god of hissen didn’t say, ‘let us make man’; 
it just say let us make abstractions and then git ex- 
cused. When a human critter is jest seven jumps 
ahead of a toad, in dis yere evolutionism, he ain’t no 
fitten vessel for eternal life. I ‘low to keep tally. 
Rastus got two abstractions to start off and ever’ time 
he tote in another abstrac’ or borry what nobody got 
to loan, I *low to make a chalk mark on the stove 
pipe. 
Rastus was clearly disconcerted, but he elected to 
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treat the interruption as though he had not heard it. 
“As I was sayin’, ’bout a trillium years ago, this mat- 
ter and fo’ce wrassel and wrassel till byemby a teeny 
weeny bit of plasm it git alive and nothing never 
originate no more.” 

Mammy Lou’s eyes glistened as she uttered the word 
“life,” and put her third chalk mark on the pipe. 
Rastus hastened to minimize the importance of the 
new factor that he had introduced. 

“Co’se it ain’t ’mount to nothin’, ’cause it ain’t big 
enough to make a ’skeeter sneeze if it git snuffed up 
his nose. It jest a shadder of juice so next to nothin’ 
that the pint of a needle seem just like a ten acre 
paster field to it. It know nothin’, see nothin’, hear 
nothin’, do nothin’; it ain’t even got a head end and a 
tail end, and it am so small and happen so long ago, 
it ain’t worth argufying.” 

Mammy Lou fired her shot. 
It got more life than a mountain. It take jest one 
more word to make eternal life. ’Pears like you is 
mighty persnickerty about trinity in the Bible, but 
you put matter, fo’ce, and life in a splasm and git ’em 
nowhere. Resurrection ain’t no more a miracle than 
when your fo’ce wrassel life outa dead matter.” 


Evolution Prognosticates Backwards 


With a well acted disregard for Mammy’s remarks, 
Rastus addressed himself solely to Jeff. “This yere 
plasm git alive by spontaneous combusting. You -got 
to have a powerful mikerscope to see it, same like 
you got to have a mikerscopic mind to assimilate this 
yere hypothesis.” 

“Uncle Ras, has you all seen this hippothemus what 
is so triflin’ that it can’t make a skeeter bat his eye?” 

“Jefferson Lee, you don’t understand educated words. 
This yere hypothesis is same like prognosticate only 
it’s backwards. When you all prognosticate, you tell 
what ain’t, cause it’s coming; when you hypothesize, 
you tell what ain’t, cause it’s gone. When Zeke Jon- 
sing display egg yaller on his vest, his wife hypoth- 
esize and say, ‘Zeke, you been shootin craps with 
strange niggers at Slabtown.’ How she’ ’scover this? 
She know it take money to git eggs. Zeke got no 
money ‘cept he gamble. He don’t win ’cept he use 
loaded bones. Niggers what know him ’zamine the 
bones. They ain’t no strange cullud gentlemen in 
town; hence and whereas, he ’bliged to been over to 
Slabtown.” 

“Or in my ehicken coop,” said Mammy. 

“Pears like this yere apothesis is same like guess- 
ing,” said Jeff. 

“Your observation is most ’zasperating. They ain’t 
no word more incorrectly dislikable to evolutionaries. 
Guessing ain’t no pedagogical word. When you all 
put one lone shot in the ole musket and pint it at a 
rabbit what am precipitate in his momentum, you 
’scovers that they is a heap of places where they ain’t 
no rabbit; but when you puts a han’ful of shot in 
the musket, then the rabbit ’scovers that they is mighty 
few places where they ain’t no shot. One shot is 
guessin’, and a han’ful is hypothesizing.” 

“Trouble is,” said Mammy Lou, “this yere hypoth- 
enuse ain’t no ole musket; it’s a double bar’l chuke 
bored brich-loader. Rastus load one bar’l with like- 
beget-like and t’other bar’i with like-beget-different 
and wad it with happen-sos and can’t-help-its and fill 
his pockets with abstrac’ rocks and hypothesises, and 
so ever’thing jest pintedly ’bliged to get hit with law 
or accident. Co’se they ain’t nothin’ can ’scape such 
like ambushment.” 

Rastus mopped his bald head with his red bandanna 
and addressed Jeff. “As I was sayin’ when inter- 
rupted with highly flippant remarks, this little cell 
git alive, and it ain’t nothin’ but stomach, and co’se is 
bound to grow scandlous fast.” 

“Where it git vittles?” 

“It jest float ’round in the water till it bump up 


“*Mount to nothin’? 


agin other plasms what ain’t alive and it jest nach- 
erly soak em up.” 

“H-m-m,” said Mammy, “a little invisible dodad git 
alive all by itself and it ’scovers it is hungry when it 
didn’t know nothin’, and it hold a collision with an- 
other splasm what knows less than nothin’, and it 
know it has bumped a neighbor when it can’t feel 
anything, and it swaller without any mouth another 
little invisible what can’t do anything, and its dinner 
is as big as its diameter, and yet it don’t bust its cir- 
cumference, Just like I done told you, this evolution 
is same like a crooked poker game; Rastus start with 
two aces what he dealt hisself and fill his hand from 
a cold deck what he-got up his sleave. The new cards 
is appetite, vittles, digestion, and growth, and now he 
shore is in a fix. If he don’t stop this yere critter 
growin’ it git so big in a hundred years that it make 
the world lopsided. He will now slip another card 
outen his sleave.” 


When Scholarship Ignores the Common Herd 


Rastus shifted uneasily, and resumed: “When this 
yere little mite git big enough, it begin to pucker in 
the middle, and pucker till it pinch itself plum in two. 
That’s how come the little fellers multiply.” 

“Big enough!” said Mammy. “How it know it is 
big enough? How come it pucker, ’stead of bust? 
Rastus now got bossism and puckerism and Adam-and- 
Eve-ism in this little bag of gravy.” 

‘ “T don’t participate in your meaning, Aunt Lou,” 
said Jeff. 

“Rastus can’t abide no virgin birth, and he scoff 
at a piece of Adam growin’ into a mate, yet he slip 
all these doctrines into a little hickey so triflin’ that it 
don’t know which end is the other end, This yere little 
mote of vapor what is so small that enough of ’em to 
bust up a ’rithmetic can git lost in a smell of noodle 
soup, it can do what Rastus say God can’t do with 
Adam or the mother of Jesus.” 

Rastus resorted to the oft used,plea that scholarship 
may ignore the common herd. “’Tain’t no use to 
*spute with ‘literate folks what contradic’ science. 
How else we get a population of ’ordial [primordial] 
germs ‘cept they just nacherly dissipate when nature 
say, ‘You is too big to co-operate in one unity’ ?” 

“I been ’specting this nature person to git here mos’ 
any time,” said Mammy, as she made an extra long 
mark on the pipe. “I ‘low it’s been projectin’ round 
= Uncle pn and John Bull and the Spirit of 
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“Ain’t nature a sure ’nuff real?” asked Jeff. 

“Can you measure or weigh or count it? Can you 
move it or nail it down or find the middle of it? 
When you ’scover where it ’riginate, if you look close 
you find the shell outa which Santa Claus hatched.” 

“Uncle Ras, when these little splasms pucker in 
two, is one the old one, and t’other the young one?” 

“’Co’se not, no more as two erds of a tater cut in 
two. I seed it my own self in a mikerscope what the 
pofessor show us yisterday, and they ain’t no ’sput- 
ing it.” 

“Is the ones you seen jest pieces of the ’riginal 
first one?” ‘ 

“I ’spose they gotta be,” said Rastus, after some 
confusion. 

“Then the first one ain't dead yet,’ said Mammy, 
“but Rastus can’t swaller Melchizedek stories.” 

“If they ain’t change none in a twillion years, how 
you ’scover that ever’thing that live come from ’em?” 

“As I was sayin’, when your aunt start to recite and 
git me flustered, these protoplasms git so multitudin- 
ous many that some’ ’bliged to starve if they don’t git 
fittings what help ’em swim and fight and swaller, and 
so some of ’em happen to have a wart or a hair or 
a wrinkle grow on ’em and now comes the mostest im- 
portantest law in evolution—The fittenest shall sur- 
vive. So it come that they is always too many, and 
the turrible struggle go on, and they get more and 
more fitten till man git here.” 

“What come of the ones what don’t git no fittings, 
like you git to see?” 

“’Pears like they is the only ones that sure nuf 
survive,” said Mammy. Rastus was trapped, and when 
they laughed at his confusion he left in a huff. As a 
parting shot, he said, 

“You can’t understand evolution onless you want 
to believe it.” 

(To be continued in next week’s issue) 


“Books that Stand for the Faith” is the title of a 
leaflet giving a very complete list of books in defense 
of the historic Christian faith (The Sunday School 

tmes Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 50 
cts. a dozen, $4 a hundred, 5 cts. each). 
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SON of the Manse.—In that powerful criticism 
of modern civilization, A. Il’Houet’s “Zur Psy- 
chologie der Kultur,” the writer speaks at length 

of the great place which the evangelical manse has 
played in the past life of Germany. He goes so far 
as to assert that Luther’s greatest deed was not the 
posting of the theses but his marriage, “All his 
enemies know that. It is without doubt that by far the 
ablest men in Germany have come out of the par- 
sonages, This is proved by the ‘Deutsche Biographie.’” 

If this is not true absolutely it is certainly so rel- 
atively. Luther’s “enemies” have been so impressed 
with the fact that they have organized the Albertus 
Magnus Verein to help promising Catholic students at 
the universities. In them they hope to have a counter- 
balance to the Lutheran pastors’ boys who have played 
such a role in the intellectual and administrative life 
of Germany. 

Much the same phenomenon is observable in Eng- 
land and Scotland. Men are constantly coming out. of 
the manses into prominence in all walks of life. I 
notice such recent names as Dr, G. A. Johnston, the 
competent and influential chief of the International 
Labor Office of the League of Nations, and Professor 
J. A. Fleming, the electrical engineer of London Uni- 
versity and leading authority on radio-telegraphy, and 
Sir John Simon, the greatest pleader at the English 
bar, of whom it is said that the legal profession in 
England is divided into two classes, — Simon and the 
rest. Sir John is slated for the premiership of Eng- 
land when the Liberals again come to power, but his 
father was a humble Congregational minister. The 
present Conservative premier, the Right Honorable 
Stanley Baldwin, as his cousin, Mr. Kipling, is the 
grandson of a Methodist minister. 


The death of Sir Robertson Nicoll has removed a 
greatly influential minister’s son from the field of re- 
ligious and national leadership. The Scotch country 
manse in which he was brought up had, as its im- 
mediately neighboring manses, the homes of the 
fathers of Robertson Smith, Alexander Mackay of 
Uganda, and -Professor Elmslie.. The British Weekly, 
which Nicoll founded, has been for a generation the 
royal standard of English evangelical Christianity. 
Its famous front page religious editorials Dr. Jowett 
characterizes as a great formative force of the day. 
Nicoll was a Christian loyalist to the last recesses of 
his nature. “He would have died for the doctrine of 
the atonement.” His mastery of literature will be a 
tradition for years to come. Lady Frances Balfour 
recounts his telling her in his library that he had five 
thousand volumes of biography back of him and could 
lay his finger on any quotation in them. And that was 
but one item in his mental furnishing. Yet this in- 
tellectual giant was accustomed to read a Spurgeon 
sermon every evening for his spiritual edification and 
laid great store on such humble periodicals as the 
(Strict Baptist) Gospel Standard and the Earthen 
Vessel, which contained the words and memoirs of 
godly men and women worshiping in village chapels. 
For his deepest bonds were those of a common evan- 
gelical experience. 


A Daughter of the Manse.—French Protestantism 
is productive in intellectual and social outpm far be- 
ond the proportion of its numerical strength and as 
in England and America by far the best social work is 
being done by children of Protestant Christianity. Foi 
et Vie has an interesting account of the ministries of 
M. and Mme. Jules Siegfried. M. Siegfried is the 
founder and leader of the Musée Social, from which 
have gone out the best impulses to social reform in 
France. When it was opened M. Jules Simon said 
of it, “There are three monuments in Paris, —the Na- 
tional Library where one learns, the Louvre where 
one admires, and the Musée Social where one shows 
love.” Through this agency M. Siegfried has worked 
successfully for housing reform, building and loan so- 
cieties, and poor relief. The Rothschild Foundation 
(for charitable work) was organized under his direc- 
tion. He organized, too, the Alliance of Social Hy- 
giene, and has been a leading figure in the National 
League against Alcoholism. It was he who in 1918 
brought the question of prohibition for the first time 
to a vote in the French Chamber. 

Mme. Siegfried is the Mrs. Raymond Robins of 
France. She is a daughter of Pastor Puaux. She 
wears a brooch bearing the word moi, “me,” stricken 
through with a black mark. This is no affectation 
or vain gesture. She has spent herself without limit 
for the unprivileged women, organizing vacation asso- 
ciations for factory girls, rest homes for women wage- 
workers, foyers for poor women students, homes for 
women clerks in postoffices, a temporary asylum for 


children whose mothers are at hospitals, and the Ecole 
professionale d’assistance aux malades. This minis- 
ter’s daughter is the President of the National Coun- 
cil of Women, and in this way authorized 

for the women of France. It is interesting to note 


that a scion of another famous family of pastors, Mlle. 


Monod, was her able lieutenant in first organizing the 
French women nationally. 


Bishop Welldon in a remarkable speech in Lon- 
don some time ago asserted that the Modernist the- 
ologians were very much in arrears intellectually ; that 
while they have gone over bag and baggage to mate- 
rialistic interpretations, present day science has its 
face set in the opposite direction. This remark is 
underscored in the utterances of Professor Plate, the 
successor of Haeckel as head of the Phylogenetic Mu- 
seum at Jena. Professor Plate is an evolutionist, but 
he absolutely rejects the atheism and “thanatism” of 
his predecessor. One cannot with the utmost stretch of 
imagination conceive of Haeckel saying as Plate has 
said (Mitteldeutsche Zeitung, July, 1922): 

From the fact of natural law one must conclude the 
fact of a legislator. We can think of God only as a per- 

nal being of the highest spiritual power and perfection. 

antheist conceptions of an impersonal God after the 
fashion of Haeckel are without value. They are nothing 
but veiled atheism. 

A people without religion is condémned sooner or later 
to perish with inner rottenness. Merely moral education 
is not sufficient. I hope I have made clear [in an earlier 
discussion] that the battle of the materialists and atheists 
against Christian conceptions finds no sup- 
port in the results of natural science. A skeptic may 
reject them. He will end in despair. 





Nicoll as an Exegete 


In a lovely tribute Dr. Jowett speaks of Nicoll’s two 
-eminent gifts as those of encouragement and 
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it was as it is with some lover of 
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“Less Than a Nest of Ants.”—Professor Charles 
Richet, Physiologist of the University af Paris, has 
summarized the evidence of a generation of investiga- 
tion in his “Thirty Years of Psychical Research,” 
of which the Macmillan Company, New York, pub- 
lishes a translation ($6, net). Far from declaring 
after the fashion of lower Fifth Avenue pulpits that 
“the modern mind cannot accept” this or that, he af- 
firms that “we [Moderns] ‘know less of the Cosmos 
than a nest of ants knows of this planet.” He believes 
that there are “whole worlds existing along side of 
this little physico-chemical world” of which we are 
cognizant, and gives us glimpses into that world, which, 
to say the least, are very disturbing. Qne should be 
extremely careful in attempting to draw proof for 
New Testament statements from these psychic worlds. 
Our Lord repudiated such testimony without qualifi- 
cation and sharply enough. Yet a perusal of this 
book ought to close the mouths of those who deny 
the possibility of the miraculous,—that is, the un- 
usual and inexplicable “from the point of view of those 
conditions of space and time to which our rudimentary 
psychology” is subject. There are indications that the 
old dogmatic materialism is on the ebb. In present- 
day metapsychic studies one finds all sorts of anal- 
ogies for Scripture supernaturalism. The mysterious 
in Christianity is matched by-a tenfold inexplicability 
of observed and rigidly controlled phenomena. These 
metapsychic phenomena will, Professor Richet be- 
lieves, “transform science from top to bottom beyond 
our boldest anticipation.” . 


This new science is a terrifying one, Professor 
Richet tells us. It were a fearful thing permanently to 
fall out of the hands of the living God into the abyss 
of spirits. Professor Richet thinks that contact is 
reached in spiritistic phenomena not with the dead 
but “with mysterious beings, angels or demons, ex- 
istences devoid of form or spirit which now and then 
seek to intervene in our: lives, who can by means en- 
tirely unknown mould matter at will, wko direct some 
of our thoughts and participate in some of our des- 






range of physical science. 
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inies and who to make themselves known, which they 
not otherwise do, assume the bodily and psy- 
logical aspect of vanished human personalities. 
he says, is a simple manner of expressing and 
understanding the greater part of metapsychic phe- 
nomena. 


But this is precisely the impression which one gets 
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~ from the New Testament. Not with flesh and blood 
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wers of evil, 


of God which hold back these spiritual potencies and 
what terrible things would happen if this hand should 
be withdrawn. 

The whole radical Biblical criticism is built on as- 
sumed impossibilities. Isaiah, for example, is sawn 
asunder in spite of its many ‘and striking indications 


of unity simply because “the modern man” assumes - 


prophecy to be impossible and the prophetic mention 
of a person by name inconceivable. When Windisch- 
mann, the Persian scholar, declared that “no one who 
believes in a living, personal, omniscient God will ever 
deny that he possesses the power to foretell the name 
of a future monarch” his colleague, the Sanscritist 
A. Weber, declared this to be “an evidence of self- 
hardening against the scientific conscience nothing less 


than devilish.” There are explanations of the occur-: 


rence of Cyrus’ name in Isaiah 44 and 45 —notably 
that of Mr. Thirtle in his “Old Testament Problems” 
—which satisfy the claims of “rationalism” well 
enough. But in Professor Richet’s chapter on prem- 
onition we see how common a thing prophecy really 
is and how even the prophecy of names has been re- 
corded. Lady Burton, for example, the wife of Sir 
Richard Burton, the Oriental traveler, met as a young 
girl a gypsy who gave her a written prediction. “You 
will cross the sea and reach the town where your des- 
tiny is awaiting you. You will marry a man of our 
tribe [Burton], and will be proud of the name.” 

Why should not the great evangelical prophet un- 
der the inspiration of God-do what a clairvoyant gypsy 
was able to do, — predict by name him: who was to be 
his instrument at a great crisis in the life of the Jewish 
people? ; 

The point one would make is expressed by. Pro- 
fessor Richet himself, acute and experienced scientist. 
“No one can say a priori, ‘It is impossible.’ Human 
knowledge is so uncertain, so limited, that the word 
‘impossible’ should never be used.” 


Gaps in the Evolutionary Evidence.—Professor 
Soddy, the great chemist of the University of Aber- 
deen, says that “in man we get hopelessly beyond the 
The mechanical and even 
the vital aspects have been thrust into the background 
by a developed personality.” This personality “is res- 
ident in the body as a man may live in a house.” 
“Thought, reasoning power, memory, free-will, the 
aesthetic perception of beauty and harmony, the ethi- 
cal ideas of virtue, justice, duty, and self-sacrifice, the 
spiritual aspirations of holiness and triumph over 
death” make him a thing apart. 

Man’s spiritual and imtellectual traits cannot be 
pressed into evolutionary categories. They are a gift 
from above. God created man a living soul in his 
own image. 

In an interesting volume of philosophical causerie, 
“The Fortnightly Club” (E. P. Dutton and Co., New 
York, $5), Mr. Horace Hutchinson dwells on the un- 
bridgable gulf which separates man from animal life. 
Anything like human reason, he insists (perhaps too 
broadly), “has not shown itself in one single indubit- 
able instance (in animals). Nowhere do we see an 
animal with any cognizance of the future, laying a 
plan, choosing an end and adapting means. The: stu- 
pidity of animals is really infinitely more remarkable 
than their so-called sagacity.” The ape, this heretical 
evolutionist tells us, “has for long periods been priv- 
ileged to watch man making his fires, using his bows, 
his clubs, and so forth. The monkeys, we are told, 
will come and warm themselves gratefully at the em- 
bers of the fire which man has left glowing in the 
forest. Not to one single one of them has it occurred 
to place another branch from those lying all around 
them on the dying fire, though some of them must 
have seen this done by man a score of times.” 


Mr. Hutchinson is a diluted Evolutionist’ who 
scoffs at the full-blooded monistic evolutionism of 
Victorian times. He denies absolute continuity. He 
is contemptuous, too, of the dreams of a social evo- 
lutionary optimism. I quoted some time ago the in- 
vestigations of the Americans, Reed and Pearl, on 
population. Mr. Hutchinson in a chapter on “World 
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Lesson for July 2 
John the Apostle 


Congestion and the Real Armageddon” summarszes 
similar material from the statistical studies of Long- 
staff, Newsholme, Webb, and Mulhall. Evolution, 
Huxley told us years ago in his Sheldonian lecture, 
promises us no millennium. 


The world will be. so fulfilled with humanity as to leave 
no room for further increase in or about 2100. .There is 
nothing imaginative in this forecast. Imagination may 
indeed begin to exercise itself, and it is very well that 
it should, on the happenings that aze probable as a re- 
sult of that congestion and on the means that it behooves 
us as a nation to take, in view of its certain imminence; 
and if the iraagination thus exercised does not suggest 
the probability that these happenings will be terrific and 
tragic beyond all that has been known in the story of the 
world before, then, as it seems to me, it must be imagina- 
tion conjoined with a gift of optimism that is greatly to 
be envied. 

We must realize that before such an ‘extreme of con- 
gestion can be reached life, as we to-day envisage and 
enjoy it, will long have ceased to be worth living. The 
open spaces, the lungs of the cities, will have been claimed 
years before for the inexorable necessity of growing food 
or of building dwellings upon them. 


Mr. Hutchinson says, what all will pobeeren that in the 
mass of men there can be no tial change of 
nature, humanly speaking, in a hee six generations. 


“A few may still, in spite of clear vision of the ter- 


’ rific stress that has to come, believe in the ultimate 
man 


perfectibility of upon this earth. Such appeal to 
with an optimism that we can admire but 


hope 

The fact of the matter is that humanity needs a 
Saviour. His coming is promised, and unless God has 
left the world to perish he will come. Mr. Hutchinson 
thinks we are on the verge of some great divine inter- 
ference such as that which established organic life and 
which again created the soul of man. “Jf only we can 
kick our plodding minds out of the ruts along which 
they crawl there are wonderful “horizons possible to 
them, and above the horizon even now, if we can but 
realize it, who can say but there may be coming the 
dawn of a new faculty, the Creator’s last gift to. the 
highest of His terrestrial creatures?” 


“What a dark world—who knows? 
Ours to inhabit is! 

One touch and what a strange 
Glory might burst upon us, 

What a hid universe! 


“Do we sport carelessly, 
Blindly; upon the verge ‘ 
Of an Apocalypse?” 


The Gospels for the Schools of Italy.—It is worth 
noting that while in the United States the Bible has 
been generally removed from public schools out of 
deference to Roman Catholic and Jewish prejudices, 
and while the Supreme Court of California has justi- 
fied this course on the ground that the Bible is a sec- 
tarian book, leaders in the educational life of Italy are 
taking a position radically different. They think of 
the Gospels at least as universal religious literature 
and the best possible medium for the religious training 
of the young. 

In I Diretti della Scuola (No.,12, Jan., 1923), an 
Italian pedagogical publication edited by Professor 
Annibale Tonai, certain important articles have re- 
cently appeared pleading for the use of the Gospels 
in common school education. Professor Guiseppe 
Sergi of the University of Rome, after asserting that 
the catechism is arid ‘and unprofitable for children’s 
instruction, goes on: 


I believe the most satisfactory solution of the problem 
of religious education can be reached by reading and com- 
menting on the Gospels. The teacher should read or have 
read a chapter once a week, explaining it in a simple way. 
Before beginning to teach it he should give a general idea 
of the life of Jesus, pointing out on the map the place of 
his birth, and the like. Then he should expound the chap- 
ters suitably to the childish intelligence. 

I am convinced that all the children would be interested 
in this reading and that their parents would be content. 
It is the best religious training. 


Guido Della Valle, professor of pedagogy in the 
University of Naples, declares that, 


Meditation on the Gospels without doctrinal or anti- 
doctrinal _preoccupations, constitutes the solid base for 
the education of religious sentiment in all the public 
schools of ihe state. 

Religious education should have a place in all public 
schools; rather it should constitute the corner-stone of 
every educational institution. A school that does not 
strengthen the religious sentiment fails in its principal 
task. No one can deny the need of moral, athletic, and 
civic instruction, but I am firmly convinced that all these 
forms of education constitute a fragile barrier against 
materialist seductions unless they are based on religious 
education. 

Christian ethics becomes more and more the moral sys- 
tem of the entire world. Primitive Christianity, the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, and the letters of Paul of Tarsus, es- 
sentially moral instruction, ought to be restored to the 
public schools of free modern democracies. 

The Gospels are a precious mine of which elementary 
school teachers, middle sthool teachers, and university 
professors have often been unpardonably ignorant when 
they should have drawn from them inestimable treasures 
tor the blessing of new generations. Let no timid ones 
»bject that this would be contrary to the secular prin- 
siples which inform the modern state. Far otherwise! 


an om RR att A, 
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It.is enough to read those magnificent instructions which 
in the name of the Italian government Aristide Gabelli 
put on the program of elementary schools in °88; which 
none dared to modify in-’94; and which were included in 
that monument of pedagogic wisdom,’ the program of 
January, 1905. 


This he quotes at length. There is room here but 
for a single paragraph. 

It is fitting that’ the reading-book should be saturated 
not only with wholesome and living morality but that it 
should’ be written with that natural expression which finds 
its way to the very heart of the child. Authors should 
consider whether it were not better in place of introduc- 
ing trivial stories about Gignio and Jerese to choose 
wisely among the parables of the Gospel. For from these 
last derive those precepts which constitute humanity’s 
code, which have given light to nineteen hundred years 
of moral life. The form itself in which these teachings 
are given, clear and immediately comprehensible by all, 
prove their universal applicability, and it is not without 
right that Jesus said, “Suffer the little ones to come unto 


me,” for the children do feel themselves touched by his . 


words, 


These letters have been called out by the proposal 
of the Minister of Education, Professor Gentile, to 
lay greater emphasis on religious education in the 
elementary schools of the kingdom. In this he has 
the co-operation of Professor Lombardo-Radice, Di- 
rector-General of Primary Schools, and various men 
of weight in philosophical circles, notably Benedetto 
Croce. These men are “free spirits” with perhaps a 
vanishing trace of ancestfal Catholicism. 





The paean to heresy 


of the Union Theol fessor (Professor Fagnani — 
see the paragraph ss orks of the eagle Pa 

Se) da atl ch a aie student of 
See Gaceniioats te ier Tab The weiter says 
of his generation, “ We - phen curiously bold in 
ont rreaee Rares Gs 5- ow aspen te Ge 
past.” Without any advantage one justly 
quote his pi i ot avd fo Gemeion. | e we 
have no but “one who met men eating 
- drinking, quick with msocingien, = fo 

humor, gesturing =e as 
fun of the pious sticklers. 

I judge that it will not prove wiedeanin’ for the Cen- 
tury’s reputation to continue in this vein. Or for the 
nays een Mr. Glenn Frank, to write as he 
i to 





| i 


World. Fashions in Bigotry,” number Mr. 
Frank is a Methodist layman, trained in Northwestem 
University ; Mr. Hunter, @ former teacher in the Mission 
College at Assiut and attached to the Y.M.C. A. With 
all courtesy 1 would urge them in the future to set their 
pens in line with the honorable apostolic standard - of 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever thi are just, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report. 











“The works of the flesh are heresies . . . but the 
fruit of the Spirit is longsuffering, goodness, faith” 
(Gal. 5:21). Professor Fagnani of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary waxes enthusiastic “in praise of 
heresy.” “Some day the Church. may learn to ac- 
claim its heretics.” But there are heretics and “here- 
tics.” The American Bible Society has just sent out 
a bulletin concerning the death of one of its Mexican 
colporteurs at the hand of the old church. This “here- 
tic” was distributing the Word, not carving it into J’s 
and P’s and E’s, professor-fashion, and for his “heresy” 
was done to death, his head and heart being carried 
off as trophies by the sadist mob. 

History is full of stories of such “heretics” — “here- 
tics” who loved the Bible and died for it, not heretics 
who are making it a useless thing without authority 
or spiritual power, One recalls that thrilling docu- 
ment, the Journal of Arthony Dalaber, with its ac- 
count of students in sixteenth-century Oxford meeting 
secretly to study Paul’s epistles. They were in touch 
with the Association of Christian Brothers of Lon- 
don — artisans who at risk of life imported Scrip- 
tures from the Continent, and through their friends 
circulated them all over England. Wolsey, Grand 
Inquisitor, through his secret agents finally hunted 
down this Bible-studying group in his own Christ 
Church college. Dalaber, thrust into prison, wrote: 

There came into my remembrance the worthy forewarn- 
ing and godly declaration of that most constant martyr 
of God, Master John Clark, who well nigh two years be- 
fore that when I did earnestly desire him to grant me to 
be his scholar said unto me after this sort, “Dalaber, you 
desire you wot not what and that which you are I fear 
unable to take upon you. For though now my preaching 
be sweet and pleasant to you because there is no perse- 
cution laid on you for it, yet the time will come, and that 
peradventure shortly, if ye continue to live godly therein, 
that God will lay on you the cross of persecution to try 
you whether you can as pure gold abide the fire. You 
shall be called and judged a ‘heretic’; you shall be ab- 
horred of the world; your friends and kinsfolk will for- 
sake you and also hate you; you shall be cast into prison 
and none shall dare to help you: Then will ye wish ye 


401 


had never known this doctrine: Then will ye curse Clark 
because he hath brought you to all these troubles.” 

At which words I was so grieved that I fell down on 
my knees at his feet and with tears and sighs besought 
him that for the tender mercy of God he would not re- 
fuse me, saying that I trusted verily that he which had 
begun this in me would not forsake me but would give 
me grace to continue therein to the end. When he heard 
me say so he came to me, took me in his arms, and kissed 
me, the tears trickling from his eyes, and said unto me, 
“The Lord God Almighty grant you so to do, and from 
henceforth for ever take me for your father, and I will 
take you for my son in Christ.” 


Garret, a Magdalen student, escaped and made for 
the Continent. But word was sent to the corporations 
of all the seaport towns to be on tke watch for him. 
No vessel was allowed to leave until searched. The 
whole a gery mayor and aldermen iricluded, were 
in ambush, and when the poor “heretic,” footsore and 
weary, dragged himself into Bristol he was promptly 
arrested. “For the unpardonable offense of selling 
Testaments at Oxford he was hunted down as mad 
dog and common enemy of mankind.” 


A New Bible Institute for Lutherans.—The Lord’s 
hand is not shortened. If the-seminaries play false 
with the churches and default with their endowments 
He will raise up other agencies. The Lutheran Bible 
Institute of St. Paul is now in its fourth year. “In 
this time,” writes Mr. Anderson, its leader, “God has 
proved himself faithful in supplying all needs, both 
temporal and spiritual, in answer to prayer.” One 
hundred students, mostly of Scandinavian parentage, 
are registered. Many of them are studying the Bible 
in order to go back to former positions where they 
will work as lay Christians. A number of college 
students have dropped out a year to get this systematic 
training in Bible study and Christian work. Others 
are fitting for the mission field. The attendance at the 
summer school last year was three hundred and forty, 
and evening classes are being conducted by the Institute 
faculty in Minneapolis, St. Paul, Duluth, Stillwater, 
Gustavus Adolphus College, and St. Olaf College, with 
an enrolment of fourteen hundred. Many conferences 
also are being held in schools and churches. 

“The Lord has truly created a hunger in the hearts 
of many for the study of his Word and has wonder- 
fully opened doors. In Minneapolis we have had 
eleven invitations to conduct evening classes. It was 
deemed best to have one central class since we could 
not accommodate all. The mayor’s reception room 
was secured, and- when this proved too small the as- 
sembly hall in City Hall was ‘turned over to the In- 
stitute for these classes.” 

The Union Rescue Mission is in charge of the In- 
stitute certain evenings. The Institute lays great stress 
on training in soul-winning. No soliciting either for 
students or funds has been made, but both students 
and funds come in steady stream, 

Contemporary Christian Biography.—Christine 
Penrod, for thirty years a friend of and missionary - 
to the outcaste women of Japan, has passed to her re- 
ward. A woman of indomitable energy and extreme 
self-sacrifice she cared for thé sick night and day and 
consecrated all that came to her to the needy. So une 
sparing was she of herself that she could hardly have 
appeared in public if it were not for the gifts of 
friends and even these had to be made in a form not 
negotiable if they were not to be passed on to some one 
still more needy. On one occaSion she received one 
hundred yen to buy necessary clothing, but the last 
sen went to her family of rescued girls and illegiti- 
mate babies. Miss Penrod was a passionate believer 
in the victorious life of holiness. She toiled long 
hours at common drudgery in her rescue home, and 
then would sit up all night pleading and praying. 

A man of similar spirit was the late Harry Ross, 
Presbyterian minister in Aberdeen, who is described 
as the most Franciscan man the Free Church of Scot- 
land ever produced. “I suppose,” says Dr. Cairns, “he 
must have had his faults like other humans, but I 
never saw one.” He had a passion for helpfulness, 
and the humbler the task the better. 

When a divinity student, coming upon a woman with 
three children without a place to stop, he took them to 
his own room and turned it over to them for the night. 
Once, having promised to attend a funeral at a dis- 
tance, he walked all night to keep his appointment. 
He would appear in courts to assume responsibility 
for first offenders. Morning by morning he was 
known to go to call a boy who had to be at work at 
6 A. M. until the lad got into the routine of early 
rising. He was even known to take the bill-boards 
from a tired sandwich-man upon his own shoulders. 

“And so on endlessly,” says an article in the Record 
of the Free Church of Scotland. “Cooking a meal 
for a lonely creature in illness, doing up their room for 
some spent folk and slipping away unperceived; always 
running, for there are so many folk to help when 
you have eyes like this, that notice. When the Hinden- 
burg line was broken he could be seen rushing his 
Y. M. C. A. tent after the advancing troops in most 
daring fashion.” Little wonder that when he died the 
nuns in Aberdeen sent a bonnie message of admir- 
ation for.one so good to God’s poor or that Aber- 
deen city was moved as rarely ever, carrying him to 
his grave like a king through crowds of mourners. 
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From a Layman’s Greek Testament 


By Ernest Gordon 





In my Father's house are many mansions: ... 
I go to prepare a place for you. ...If a man 
love me, he will keep my words: and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him (John 14:2, 23). 


HE same Greek word, mone, is used for man- 

sions and abode respectively in the two texts quoted. 
God is both host and guest, both transcendent and 
immanent. He is preparing an external heavenly 
abode for us. Yet we do not have to wait for this, 
since with infinite condescension he makes his 
in us while we are on earth. George Matheson even 
thought the many mansions to be the many souls sanc- 
tified and indwelt —certainly half the truth, though 
robably only half. Heinrich Heine has written of a 
ittle carpenter who is hammering away within us 
night and day preparing a coffin for us. He referred 
to the heart-beats. But Christ has sent us an indwell- 
ing architect, who is constructing within us a heavenly 
abode or mansion, mone. Dr. Holmes’ line which 
adjures the soul of man to build a more stately. man- 
sion calls to a task beyond human power. Only God 
himself can rear the abodes not made with hands eter- 
nal in the heavens, whether they be external to or 
within us. 


New Hampton, N. H. 




















Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Being a college girl I think you 
naturally would expect me to have problems of some sort, 
but there is one thing in particular that I should like 
advice on. It is my desire to do the right thing, no mat- 
ter what it may cost me. That thing is nothing more than 
the “dance question.” 

My sister and I are very active in our church work, so 
we go home from college over the week-ends. The church 
people watch our lives closely, and as soon as we do some- 
thing some one thinks we ought not to do, then we are 
criticized dreadfully. So it is up to us to guard our lives 
and actions each day. 

At nearly every college function the students do noth- 
ing but dance. Perhaps I have been following the crowd 
too much, because I go quite a lot and have had the op- 
portunity of attending many of these functions, and I have 
always danced, too. At the time I think I am getting real 
enjoyment out of it, but when I dance at home I feel con- 
demned, because I think of the influence I might be hav- 
ing on others. Again, when I ask myself if I am honor- 
ing my Lord in doing it, surely I cannot answer yes. 

Perhaps God is telling me such things are wrong, yet 
I am trying to persuade myself to think there is no harm 
in them. 

I realize more and more the importance of my task as 
a Sunday-schoal teacher and as a professing Christian, and 
that somehow I ought to be different from the people of 
the world. Am I not right?—COLLEGE GIRL. 

Y DEAR COLLEGE GIRL, the moment the 

devil gets you to argue a point with him you may 
just as well settle it against him, and let him know 
that as for you, you “will serve Jehovah.” If you are 
a Christian who will do, as you express yourself, “the 
right thing,” no matter what it costs, then take your 
stand on the Lord’s side. 

Never in the world’s history has the dance been so 
impure, so full of lust, and so much the devil’s weapon 
as to-day. It thrives and holds most tenaciously in 
high places, as well as in the haunts of wickedness. 
If for no other reason than for its associations in low 
places, we should be opposed to it. Its every influence 
is degrading, and its companions are the wine cup, the 
theater, and cards. 

You speak of condemnation -in one place (home), 
and not at college. In the former you are in an at- 
mosphere more closely allied with God, and in the lat- 
ter more worldly. Does this not prove to you that 
you are not living true to God? If it is right in God's 
sight to dance, why not everywhere, anywhere, and 
with anybody ? 

It is impossible to lead the highest Christian life 
today without its costing something. Are you will- 
ing for the sake of a few hours of physical pleasure 
to separate yourself from God, and your strongest 
influence for him? 

Why not do as he wants you to do, and let him 
have the right of way, and come out and be “separate 
from the unclean thing” according to 2 Corinthians 
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6:17? Your body is the temple for the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit, and it looks to me very strongly that 
God is desiring to lead you away from this worldliness, 
and wants you for himself in power and purity. Don’t 


‘rob God of the best that is in you, but let him use 


you in his work. This he cannot do unless you are 
entirely in his hands. 





Dear Mother Ruth: Do you think it wrong te study 
school books on Sunday? It is a pretty hard thing to 
keep from doing, as you must know your lessons for 
Monday.—YOUR UNDECIDED GIRL. 


M* DEAR GIRL, do you know I half believe you 
have answered your own question, in your heart, 


by the way you put it? I often wonder what the dear . 


Lord thinks of us, when we weigh things to do or 
not to do. There is no generosity in us, unless we do 


—_ 






The Loss 








of “And” 


And hew it brought on the World War and is threatening to wreck Christendom 
By Howard A. Kelly, M.D., LL.D. 


JULY 7, 1923 


for him, with pleasure; the things which he would have 


us. 
_, Don’t you believe you could enjoy your studies more 
if you studied them Friday so or Saturday? Yes, 
I have not forgotten the ial affairs that come up, 
and the pleasurable things you want to do, but if 
your Sabbath is to feel the result of it, and you are 
stifling a voice within you that is urging you to re- 
frain from your school work on His day, let me ask 
you— What should you choose to do? 

Can’t you see you would give your Heavenly Father 
delight in you if you sometimes did things for him, 
not because you ought to, but because you love to? 
Try it, for I know the joy that would rebound in 
your own soul, because you did it’ for him. 

_ Let us so love him that we will “delight ourselves” 
in him, and self will have to go in the backgroundt 





In a day when faith in an errorless Bible and other ‘‘fundamentals’’ is called ‘‘obscurantism’’ by men in the 
pulpit who claim a superior type of mind to that of the Christian who holds to the old-fashioned faith, it is fine to 


think that God has raised.up men who are 


vital truths. Dr. Kelly has academic, eg and 


Washington and Lee, Aberdeen, and 


acknowledged sciefitists, like the writer of this article, who believe the 


rgh, has been a pro; i 


rom the universities of Pennsylvania, 
in Johns Hopkins University, and is one of 


the world’s leading authorities in the uses of radium, as well as being the author of many scientific books 


ing “and,” which has been lost by the world and 

which causes no end of trouble. Just on account 
of this loss, and for no other reason, eight million 
men laid down their lives upon the battlefields of 
Europe, and many millions more were crippled for 
life. Because of the blotting out of this “and,” the 
flower of what we call, for the sake of eaphony, our 
“civilization,” seems about to wither, and that too 
when men were boasting that it was just about to blos- 
som into a marvelous perfection and beauty, as the 
crown of our “wonderful Twentieth Century” ! 

Our Johns Hopkins University lost its “kai” de- 
liberately, back in her cradle. In 1876 she took for 
her life-motto the. words, “Veritas Vos Liberabit,” 
“The truth shall make you free” —a sad little triplet 
dislocated from the Bible in. the eighth chapter of 
John, the thirty-second verse. 

On a visit to the University of Virginia some twenty 
years ago, while walking on the campus With Pro- 
fessor Kent, I commented on the big motto in Greek 
on the Science Hall at the far end, “And ye shall know 
the truth and the truth shall make you free.” I com- 
mented on the “and,” and its implications, and con- 
gratulated the university, when Professor Kent told 
me. it had long. been a matter of special note and in- 
terest to him too. 

The entire Biblical passage reads, “Then said Jesus 
to those Jews which believed on him, IF ye continue 
in my word then are ye my disciples indeed, AND ye 
shall know the truth, AND the truth shall make you 
free.” The vitally important words in this great dec- 
laration are the tiny ones, the “if” and the “ands.” 

Knowing the truth and freedom are made dependent 
upon abiding in Christ’s Word and being his disciples. 
Experience teaches that truth apart from Christ and 
his Word, the Gift accepted and the Giver forgot, en- 
slaves and degrades. Germany long ago threw -the 
“and” away, produced Nietzsche, glorified the doctrine 
that the State, being impersonal, might commit crime 
o— hoa ne wrong, and adopted the policy, “Might makes 

ig t.” 

Just now, the yet more insidious disease which I 
lament, and which is corrupting the world, is the 
abandonment of the Word of God by so many churches 
and their overseers, and the widespread adoption by 
men of “Science” of a universe reguiated at all times 
by its inherent resident forces without intelligent 
guidance or “interference”; an ordered world and a 
universe, —the products of mere chance and nothing 
a All these evils come from the loss of that 
“an pe 

“If ye continue in my word... 

And ye shall know the truth, 

and the truth shall make you free.” 

They first forgot the “if” and then they naturally 
missed the “and”; the consequence is that this concep- 
tion of brute nature, with God our Father left out, is 
wrecking the world. For “as a man thinketh in his 
heart so is he.” 

Alas, that my indictment should apply not alone to 
the field of science, but even in greater degree to our 
Christian people, — ministers and laity. There is to- 
day an agitated discussion going on as to whether evo- 
lution shall be taught in the schools and as to the great 
harm that will come of such teaching. The trouble, I 
opine, is not with any or all the evolutionary teaching, 
but far more: with the universal lack of home train- 


Tis is a little Greek word spelled kai mean- 


ing, and home study of God’s Word, the lack of daily 
prayers in the family circle; the want of fathers whose 
hearts are turned to their children. If our children 
were grounded in God’s Word before leaving home, 
and knew Christ, they would then have nothing to 
fear from evolution, or from Christian Science, or 
any other ism, and they would be able not: only to 
defend themselves, but would become aggressive for 
righteousness. 

There is just one weapon that is always effective in 
defense and offense against our Adversary, and that 
is the “Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of 
God.” The Church is to-day on the: defensive and 
yielding ground, because she attempts to snatch’'Satan’s 
own weapons from his hands and use them against 
him. “And-they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony.” 

I see no sin in testing out a-theory of evolution, 
but great sin in forgetting “In the beginning God.” 
I look with equanimity upon evolution, or any other 
theory, nor do I care (relatively speaking) whether 
it is true or false, but I do care a great deal to drive 
men back to God’s Word, the fountain of living waters, 
and that they shall hold it to be true from Genesis 1 
to Revelation 22. I want our Christian ministers and 
people to be so assured of the truth of God’s Word 
that when any apparent discrepancies arise between 
the Word and the theories of “Science,” 14 they must 
rest perfectly assured that in our Father’s good time, 
his faithful children widl understand one or both bet- 
ter, and then exclaim, “How simple; why did I not 
see it béfore?” 

Christian ministers and Christian men and women, 
put back the “and”; be assured that you can know 
nothing apart from him who made all things, who up- 
holds all things by the word of his power, and in 
whom all things consist! I repeat Christ’s prayer, 
Bann sanctify them through thy truth. Thy word 
is truth.” 





1I enclose “Science” in quotation marks in such refer- 
ences, because it is a false use of the word, for “the fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge,” and where 
he is forgotten there is no true knowledge, but foolishness. 


BALTIMORE. 
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Belonging to the God Who Cures 


Tee was a little boy of six years of age who 
had had bladder trouble, was in a local hospital at 
Shanghai, and had not walked for three years be- 
cause he had never recovered from the effects of an 
operation for his complaint—the wound had not 
healed. His parents heard about Dr. Mary Stone, 
took him out of the other hospital and brought him 
to Bethel. In six weeks he was walking, and the 
nurse said she thought he would burst his little sides 
laughing when he found he could actually get about 
again. p Sic the six weeks he had become a sweet 
little Christian, and, when the Easter Sunday serv- 
ices came, he said he wanted to be baptized. Of 
course, his parents were heathen, but they were so 
much impressed with his restoration to health that 
they thought he should belong to the God who had 
cured him. So both the father and the mother came 
to the church and went up to the front when he was 
baptized, although they had never heard a word about 
Christ in their lives. There seems little doubt that 
it will end in their becoming Christians. 
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Lesson for... “= 
John the Ay. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 
Getting Started in Class 


The references, except as ghervice noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. face pgares at the end 

of certain paragraphs in ot artic will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


A’ THE time of the death of the Hon. Claude © 


Kitchin, for some years leader of the Demo- 

cratic party in the House of Representatives, 
several weeks ago, one of his opponents in debate was 
quoted as saying that his attacks were always dreaded 
because his face was “wrapped in smiles.” The ac- 
count went on to state that although throughout his 
twenty years of service in the House he had never 
once lost his temper in the thick of bitter and stormy 
debate, nevertheless in his young days he had pos- 
sessed “a temper like that of a wild man.” And he 
dated his victory over his temper to a day when a 
country trial justice had decided a case against him, 
and he “started to clean up the court” when it oc- 
curred to him that if he expected to have a success- 
ful career he would have to put a bridle on his tongue. 
“Then and there,” he said afterward, “I decided I 
would never get mad with anybody again.” ‘That was 
a tremendous victory for the human will, if it was 
gained by will power alone, but as Mr. Kitchin was 
a Christian man no doubt he had help from above. 
Certainly the “son of thunder’. whose life we are 
studying in this lesson was saved from his vindictive 
nature by the Spirit of God, so that he came to be 
called “the apostle of love.” 


Our Background Material 


John came of-a rather influential Jewish family, 
his father Zebedee owning his fishing vessel and hav- 
ing “hired servants” (Mark 1:20), and his mother 
tees ministering to the Lord “of her substance” 

The fact that the Council considered John and Peter 
“unlearned and ignorant” (Acts 4:13) need not imply 
that he was uneducated but merely that he was not 
trained in. rabbinical knowledge. 

The family must have. been one of those that was 
expecting the Messiah, for Zebedee’s readiness to give 
up his son when Jesus called him, and Salome’s zeal- 
ous though mistaken request that her two sons might 
sit on either side of the Lord in his coming kingdom, 
show that they were zealously waiting for the Messiah 
to come and throw off the yoke of Rome. 

John is not mentioned as being married in 1 Cor- 
inthians 9:5, where, had this begn the fact, it would 
doubtless have been so stated. 


The Lesson Itself 


“These things are written that ye might believe” — 
that is the purpose of John’s Gospel, and since it is 
held by Bible students that that biography of our Lord 
is an account of how John was led into faith and on- 
ward in it, the study of John may be based on the 
progress of his faith as illustrated in this Gospel (Dr. 
Thomas, in The Lesson’s Main Message). 

John is often thought of as a rather effeminate char- 


_ acter, but there was nothing of that in him. He meant 


it when he said he was ready to drink the same cup 
and be baptized with the same baptism as the Lord 
(Isa. 58:1; Jer. 23:20; Matt. 20:22; Luke 12: 49, 
50). As it comes out in the text for this lesson he 
would like to have seen the fiery vengeance of God 
fall on the Samaritans who would not receive Christ 
(Luke 9: 49, 53, 54). That of course was selfish and 
sinful human ambition. What John, in . conjunction 
with his brother James, asked the Lord to do to the 
Samaritan village was just. what the Germans did 
when they gassed a French town (Mr. Ridgway, 1). 

But even on the other side of Pentecost John was 
zealous for the truth and indulged in holy denuncia- 
tion when needful (1 John 2:8-22; 2 John 7-11; 3 
John 9, 10). He does not hesitate to label the false 
teacher as a “liar”; the preacher of false doctrine as 
“a deceiver and an antichrist”; to call by name the 
sinning Diotrephes. John indeed was the apos- 
tle of love, but “he spoke the truth in love” 
when it was necessary (Dr. Ellis; Dr. Thomas, III, 


_2; Mr. Smith, 1, 2; the Cartoon). 


But how the descending Spirit at and after Pente- 
cost transfigured the life of this son of thunder is 
evidenced i in one instance, by the fact that John is seen 
in the very place where he would have called down 
fire on the inhospitable Samaritans, laying hands on 
the converts of Philip’s evangelism. 

That was indeed a momentous day in the life of 
John when he heard and. obeyed the call of the young 
Teacher of Nazareth whom he had heard John the 
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| LESSON 4. JULY 22. 
Mark 1: 16-20; 3:17; Luke 9: 49-56; John 13: 21-25; 
Golden Text.—God is love; and he that sbideth in love abideth in God, and God abideth in him.—1 John 4: 16 
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JOHN THE APOSTLE 
19 : 26, 27; 21.: 20-23; Acts 4: 13-20; Revelation 1:9 
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Rofcenes Maenal; 1 aod 2 sod 3 Jo 
ial: 1 and 2 he 3 John. 
Primary Topic: The Whom Jeeus Saget. 
Lesson Material : ~~ 33: 21-25; 19: 
—— Verse : love because he loved us.—z John 
enter Topse : John, the Beloved rabid 
i Lesoon | Material : Luke 9 : 49-56; John 13: 23; 193 25-87; 


Acts 4: 18-20. 


Memes Verse : wo 4: 
and the ess Friend of Jesus. 
Intermediate and Senict Topic; Jobs A Character Study of John. 











The_ portion of the text indicated py the International 
sson Committee ior printing-in the lesson hel - is 
Luke 9 : 49-56; John 19 : 25-27; 1 John 4:7, 


Luke 9:49 And John answered and said, Master, we saw 
one casting out demons in thy name; and we forbade him, 
because he followeth not with us. 50 But Jesus said unto 
Forbid him not: for he that is not against you is for 


E 


to pass, when the days ‘were weil- 
should be received up, he stedfastly 
to Jerusalem, 52 and sent messengers 
his face: and they went, and entered into a village 
Samaritans, to make ready for him. 53 And they 
“1; him, because his face was as though he 

Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James 
oa this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we 
come down from heaven, and consume them ? ? 
turned, and rebuked them®. 56 And they went 
ther village. « 

John 19: 25 These things therefore the soldiers, did. But 
there were standing by the cross of Jesus his mother, and 
his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and 
en disciple standing by whom he loved, he saith unto 

ther, W . behold, thy son! 27 Then saith 
to the disciple, Behold, thy mother! And frém that 
hour the disciple took her unto his own home. 

1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of 
God; and every one that loveth is begotten of God, and 
knoweth God. 8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; 
for God is love. 

1Gr. wére being fulfilled: *Many ancient authorities 
add even as Elijah did. Comp. 2 K. 1. 10-12, * Some 
ancient authorities add and said, Ye know not what 
Some, but féwer, add also 
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manner of spirit ye are of. 

For the Son of man came not to destroy men’s lives 

but to save them. Comp: ch. 19. 10; Jn. 3. 17; 12. 47. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Baptist call “the Lamb of God.” The teacher should 
run briefly through the outstanding events in John’s 
life to the closing incidents. John was probably the 
only one of the apostles who escaped martyrdom, 
though he suffered severe persecution. That John at- 
tested the canon of the New Testament Scriptures: is 
asserted by orie of the early Christian writers, Theo- 
dore of Mopsuestia. That: “deepest ‘loving” 78 con- 
ducive to “longest living” is indicated in Family Wor- 
ship for Sunday —and John lived to be a very old 
man, his life closing somewhere near the end of the 
first century after Christ. 

Clement of Alexandria states on the authority of 
old presbyters that John wrote at his friends’ request 
“to give Christ’s ‘spiritual’ aspect, the former Gos- 
pels already having given his ‘bodily’ aspect.” John, 
the closest to his Lord, was best fitted to do this, con- 
cerning which Fausset says: “John’s thoughts and 
feelings became so identified with the Lord’s that 
his style reflects exactly that of Jesus’ deeper and 
especially spiritual discourses, which he alone records” ; 
and then quotes Neander’s estimate of the later New 
Testament writers as follows: 

“Peter founded, Paul propagated, John completed it 
[the Church]. . . . Three leading developments of 
Christian doctrine are: the Pauline, the Jacobean 
(between which the Petrine is the intermediate 
link), and the Johannean. James whose mould- 
ing was in Judaism, presents as a rule of life 
the law, under the Gospel, established in its spirit, 
the letter only being superseded. John had not, like 
the apostle to the Gentiles, been brought to faith and 
peace through conflict, but through a quiet develop- 
ment from the personal view of Christ, and from com- 
munion with him. So in John everything turns on 
the contrast: life in fellowship with Christ, death in 
separation from him; kfe, light, truth, opposed to 
death, darkness, lie. James and Peter represent the 
gradual transition from spiritualized Judaism to inde- 
pendent Christianity; Paul, independent Christianity 
contrasted with Judaism. John by the contemplative 
element reconciles the two, and forms the closing point 
in the training of the apostolic church.” 

A brief comment on the three epistles of John is 
furnished by Dr. Thomas, in Reference Material. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


John gives three definitions of the nature of God — 
“God is spirit” (John 4:24), “God is light” (1 John 


1:5), and “God is love” (1 John 4:8). God 
was known to the Jews in Old Testament times 
as the merciful and tender Jehovah, but to Christians 
alone was he ‘revealed as “love.” The supreme evi- 
dence that God is love is furnished in the fact that 
he “sent his only begotten Son ... that we might 
live through him” (1 John 4: 10). The only begot- 
ten Son was sent for this very purpose—that we 
may live and not die, as we should otherwise have 
done. This declaration of the unique evidence of 
God’s love is further expanded in the next verse, where 
it is said that {God sent his Son “to be the propitiation 
for our sins.” And if we are true children of God 
we will exhibit his nature, we will follow his example, 
and love those whom he loves. “Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we ought also to love one another” (Round- 
Table, 3). 

Teaching Points 

Jesus as a friend and some of Jesus’ friendships are 
considered by Mrs. Askew (1, 2,3). But why Jesus 
chose John for his most intimate friend in the college 
of apostles seems to be because he could trust him 
above any one else (Mrs. Askew, 4, 5). 

There were a number of circles of friendship around 
the Lord in his earthly ministry —the five hundred 
who witnessed one of his resurrection appearances, 
the Seventy whom he commissioned to evangelize, the 
Twelve, the select three of the apostles, and finally 
John, “the disciple whom Jesus loved,” who seemed 
to be always closest to him. How close are we to 
our Lord? (Mr. Smith, 3, 4, 5; Family Worship for 
Tuesday; Dr. Thomas, III, 1). 

John had much to learn before he could define the 
nature of God as love. Was he not in his earlier days 
much like the woman who hindered her daughter from 
coming to Christ, as told in Round-Table (2)? 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
Why is John called “the apostle-of love’? 
How would you differentiate John from Peter? 
What was the purpose of John’s Gospel? 


What place did John hold in the development of 
New Testament doctrine? 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





1 HE PRINCIPLE oF ANALYsIS.—Train pupils to 
think the lesson into its elements. 











OHN is usually thought of as the apostle of love, 

both because of his loving relation to the Master 

and because of his tender but emphatic references 
to love in his epistles. Accordingly, it would seem 
that any detailed analysis of such a character is un- 
called for. But it will be of interest to have the class 
recall the incidents of his career as they are revealed 
to us and in the several cases indicate the outstanding 
characteristic which seems to manifest itself. Was 
he intolerant when he joined his brother in wishing 
to call down fire upon the unhospitable Samaritans? 
Was he self-seeking when he aspired to usurp with his 
brother James the two chief places in the kingdom? 
Was he exclusive when he forbade the man who fol- 
lowed not with them to cast out demons? Was he 
not docile that the repeated rebukes of Christ did not 
save him from continuance in such faults? Or shall 
we regard these outbreaks as the natural vehemence 
of youth which was gradually subdued under the mel- 
lowing influence of the Master until “the youthful son 
of thunder was changed into the aged apostle of love”? 

However, when we notice the strength and warmth 
with which even in the epistles overflowing with love 
he denourices evil, especially the evil that is deliber- 
ately anti-Christian, we are led to ask whether his 
vehemence may not be but the reverse side of devo 
tion to his Lord, manifesting itself mistakenly in 
youth, bit in old age not lost, only focused more truly 
against the adversary who John early recognized as 
having for his chief business the thwarting of the 
work of his Lord. Thus his character would re- 
solve itself on last analysis perhaps into an intense 
love of the Lord paralleled by, or manifesting itself in, 
equally intense hatred of what opposed Him and His 
work. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





L. The Lesson’s Main Message 
HE main purpose of John’s Gospel is “faith” 
(20: 31), and as it is often thought the Gospel is 
sonatas an account of how he himself was 
believe in Christ, it will be useful to take this idea 
of faith as the keynote of his own life, and see, in a 
general survey, how it is illustrated. 

Faith Commenced one 1: 35-39; 2: 1-11). There 
seems no doubt that John was “one of the two” who 
heard the Baptist testify of Jesus. This was the be- 

nning of discipleship. Then came the miracle of 

a which was a further help to John’s faith (2: 11). 

Faith Commissioned (Luke §: 1-11; 6: 12-14). Dis- 
cipleship ‘developed into special service, and John was 
called to ministry and apostleship. Thus Christ met 
his trust by fresh work (Luke 19: 17). 

Faith Confirmed (Mark 5:47; 9:2; 14:33). On 
three occasions John was selected as one of three 
chosen disciples, and these special opportunities were 
doubtless for the fuller confirmation of his faith and 
for his preparation for the great work that his Mas- 
ter intended him to do. 

Faith Corrected (Mark 9:38; Luke 9:54; Mark 
10: 35). In these three incidents we see something of 
the reason why Christ called James and John “Sons 
of thunder” (Mark 3:17), referring, it would seem, 
to their fiery and impulsive dispositions. But in, each 
case John was warned and taught to avoid (1) nar- 
rowness, (2) bitterness, and (3) pride. Thus the 
faith which was genuine, though mixed, would be 
— and at the same time instructed and strength- 
ened. 

Faith Challenged (Mark 14:40; John 18:15; 19: 
26; 20:2-8). The time cae when John’s faith was 
to receive its most severe test. In the Garden he failed 
to understand the Lord’s need of sympathy. © Perhaps, 
too, he was perplexed because of the trial of Jesus. 
Like the others he did not understand the Cross. But 
he was the first to realize what had happened in the 
tomb. All these incidents would be a gradual chal- 
lenge, and also a conviction that there was far more 
end other in his Master than he had hitherto real- 
ized. 

Faith Convinced (John 20:19; 21:7, 20-23). With 
the revelations of Christ after the resurrection John’s 
faith was renewed and deepened. His insight at the 
lake (21:7) was in striking contrast to Peter’s im- 
petuosity, and the words of Christ about his life were 
a proof of the claim of his Master. 

Faith Crowned (Acts 21:13; 2: 1-43 3:1; 4:13; 
Rev. 1:9). With Pentecost everything was made 
clear, and at the same time we see the grace that en- 
abled John to testify (Acts 4:13) and also to suffer 
(Rev. 1:9). 

Devotional Reading: 1 John 4:11-21. The call 
to love. (1) Its obligation (v. 11). (2) Its proof 
(v. 12). (3) Its experiences (vs. 13-16). (4) Its 
confidence (vs. 17, 18). (5) Its basis (v. 19). (6) 
Its reality (v. 20). (7) Its completeness (v. a1). 

Books.—All commentaries on the passages deal with 
John’s life and experiences. There are singularly few 
separate treatments of John’s life: “John Whom Jesus 
Loved,” by Culross; “The Two St. Johns,” by Stalker 
(American Tract Society, New York, 75 cts.; post- 
age, 10 cts.). 


Il. Reference Material 

First Epistle of John; Second Epistle of John; Third 
Epistle of John. 

1. First Epistle of John. (1) Its Purpose: 1: 4, ful- 
ness of joy; 2:1, victory over sin; 5:13, assurance of 
life. These three-sum up the believer's true life. (2) 
Its Plan. The purpose is carried out by: exercise of 
obedience (1:5 to 2:6); life of love (2:7 to 3: 24); 
experience of the Spirit, 3:24 to 5:12). These are 
the three guarantees that the true life can be and is 
lived. 

2. Second Epistle of John.- (1) Its Purpose: verses 
5-8, love (v. 5), truth (v. 7), and faithfulness (v. 8). 
(2) Its Plan: greeting to prepare (vs. 1-3); teaching 
to remind (vs. 4-11) ; coming to complete (vs. 12, 13). 

3. Third Epistle of John. (1) Joy (vs. 1-4); (2) 
Faithfulness (vs. 5-8); (3) Disloyalty (vs. 9, 10); 
(4) Reality (vs. 11, 12); (5) Fellowship (vs. 13, 14). 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: John the Bosom-Friend 
of Jesus. (1) The Position (John 13:23; 21:20). 
Perhaps this love was due (as Dr. H. Clay Trumbull 
suggested) to John being much younger than the other 
disciples. (2) The Privilege. Nearness to Christ 
meant for him, as it always does, greater insight into 
the mind of the Master (13:25; 21:7). Love is 
not blind, but keen-sighted. (3) The Proof. True 
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friendship means three things: reciprocal thotght, 
reciprocal love, and reciprocal action. Each friend 

of, loves, and serves the other. This was the 
proof of John’s friendship for Christ, and it must be 
ours also. (1 . 

2. Young People and Adults: A Character Study of 
John. He was called a “Son of thunder” (Mark 3: 
17). Why? Probably because he was naturally fiery, 
noisy, impetuous, bold, and “blustering.” But notice 
how all this was met and overcome. (1) He became 
the Apostle of faith (John 20:31) and fellowship (1 
John 1:3), of light (1 John 1: 5-7; 2: 8-11), and love 
(1 John 3:18; 4:7-21). (2) All this faith, fellow- 
ship, light, and love overcame his narrowness (Mark 
9:38), his impulsiveness (Luke 9:54), his ambition 
(Mark 10:35). (3) He was enabled to speak (Acts 
4:9)» serve (1 John 4:13), and suffer (Rev. 1:9). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The Golden Text sums up John’s life after Pente- 
cost. 

The Revelation. “God is love.” This is the divine 
character, and includes all other elements like truth, 
righteousness, justice, grace, power. Love in God is 
not only a feeling but a fact, not only a sentiment but 
a sacrifice, not only an emotion but an energy. It is 
always connected with and is thus proved by his gift 
of Christ (John 3:16; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 5:2, 25; 1 
John 3: 16; 4:9). 

The Requirement. “He that abideth in love—” We 
are to make our home in the same sort of unselfish, 
practical, self-sacrificing love that God is and has. 

The Result. “—abideth in God and God in him.” 
The outcome willbe perpetual fellowship with God 
and a life of joy and power. 


V. Leading Questions 

Why did Christ’s love for John not cause jealousy 
among the disciples, who were often so jealous of each 
other ? 

Why did Christ give Mary intc John’s care instead 
of into her own sons’? (Matt. 27:56; Mark 15: 40; 
16:1; John 7:5). 

What four things does John say in the Gospel and 
First Epistle that “God is”? 

What two things essential for the Christian life are 
suggested by the difference between the purpose of the 
ree! (John 20:31) and that of the Epistle (1 John 
5: 13) 

What is the special value of John’s Gospel for us 
to-day? (John 19:35; 21: 24.) 

PHILADELPRIA. 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 
By Homera Hodgson 


OVE loves! It does not merely talk love. It 

acts love. The great Apostle of Love was the 
one. who said, “Let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in deed and in truth.” Love’s main ex- 
pression is sacrifice of itself for the sake of the loved 
one. If God’s people loved the lost sheep as God 
loves them there would be more sacrifices in their 








Lesson Calendar 


1. July 1.—John the Baptist. (May be used with Temper- 
ance Applications.) Matthew 3: 1-17; 11: 2-15; Mark 
6 : 14-29; Luke 1 : 5-80; John 1 : 6-37. (A Survey of the 

Life of John the Baptist.) 

2. July 8—Mary, the Mother of Jesus ....Matthew 1 : 18 to 
2:12; 12: 46-50; Luke 1 : 26-56; 2:1-52; John 2: 1-11; 
19 : 25-27. (A Survey of the. Life of Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus.) 

3. July 15.—Simon Peter ....John 1 : 25-42; Matthew 4: 18- 
22; 14: 28-31; 17: 1-13; Luke §:1-10; 22: 31-34, 54-62; 
John 18:10, 81; 20: 1-10; at : 1-23; Acts 2:1-5, 42; 8 
14-25; 9:32 to 12:19; 1§:7-11; Galatians 2:1-11. (A 
Survey of Simon Peter’s Life.) 

4. July 22.—John the Apostle ....Mark 1: 16-20; 3:17; Luke 
9 : 49-56; John 13 : 21-25; 19: 26, 27; 21: 28-23; Acts 4: 
13-20; Revelation 1:9. (A Survey of the Life of John 
the Apostle.) 

. July 29.—Matthew the Publican 

Matthew 9 : 9-13; Luke 5 : 27-32 

. August 5.—Mary Magdalene 
Luke 8: 1-3; Matthew 27:55, 56; John 19 : 25; 20: 1-18 

7. August 12.—Martha and Mary 

Luke 10: 38-42; John 1:1 to 12:8; Mark 14: 3-9 
August 19.—Stephen the Martyr .Acts 6:1 to 8: 3; 22: 20 
. August 26.—Barnabaz the Great-Hearted ...... Acts 4: 

36, 373 9 : 26-30; 11 : 19-30; 12:25; 13:1 to 15:12, 35-41; 

Galatians 2: 13 
September 2.—Paul the Apostle ...... Acts 7:54 to 8:3; 

9 1-31; 11 : 25-30; 13 to 28; Philippians 3 : 4-14 

11. September 9.—John Mark ...Acts 12: 12, 25 to 13 : 13; 1§ : 

36-40; Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11; 1 Peter 5: 
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12. Sustimies 16.—Luke, the Beloved Physician.Luke 1 : 1-4; 
Acts 1 : 1-5; 16 : 9-18; Colossians 4 : 14; 2 Timothy 4 : 11 

13. September 23.—Timothy, a Good Minister of Christ Jesus 
Acts 16:1-3; Philippians 2: 19-22; 2 Timothy 1 : 1-6; 
3:14, I§ 

14. September 30.—Review: 
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lives! You say you love the heathen, yet you, in- 
dividually, cannot sacrifice one meal to give a Bible 
to Russia; cannot sacrifice a mouthful of candy to 
give a Testament to Belgium; cannot forego an 
evening’s pleasure to give the Word of Life to dy- 
ing souls across the seas. Can you face God and 
= you ond the lost? 

t is vary only that conquers. There spoke 
the Love of | and-only as that Love’ burns in 
our hearts will we conquer the enemy at home and 
abroad. That Love burns up all the little difficul- 
ties, rivalries, poverties of soul, hindrances, and 
grievances that the devil uses to keep back God's 
work, both at home and abroad. As the Love of 
Calvary purges our hearts of selfishness then only 
will our missionary work EF ager and our prayers 
be fervent and effectual. y what right do we ask 
a Moslem convert to face ostracism and death,’ a 
Korean to endure persecution and suffering, if he has 
never seen in our lives the mark of the nails?”— 
Samuel Zwemer. 

Let us all pray with deep and intense desire that 
God will stir in our hearts the feeble flame, that we 
in America may love the needy ones afar with all 
the glowing Love that burned in the heart of God 
until it consumed his Best-Beloved on Calvary, that 
we may love him and his even unto death! 

Nracara Fatts, Can. 


os 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway ; 
The Bible’s Truthfulness.—When James and John 


‘saw... they said, Lord, wilt thou that we bid fire to 


come down from heaven and consume them? (Luke 
9:54). Wecould hardly sit still when the Canadian of- 
ficer on crutches told us of the visit he had made to the 
little town in France upon which the Germans had 
tried the efficiency of their poison gas’ at the begin- 
ning of the war. In this little town were only the 
old men and women, the mothers and children. It 
was selected for the experiment because it lay in a 
little valley. The gas shells were thrown into the 
town and every living thing died in the most awful 
agony. The young officer who told us had charge 
of the burying of the victims. Sit still! For that 
is jyst exactly what James and John wanted done 
to these Samaritans. If any man has any doubt as to 
whether or not the Gospel narrative is true this 
ought to settle him. No faker would ever ‘dream of 
picturing two leading disciples, two of the three inner 
circle, with such spirit as these men ~mani- 
fested. If any one else than the Holy Spirit had 
been writing this Gospel he would have “forgotten” 
this incident upon the broad highway. The Book 
shows its heavenly origin because God is truth. The 
Bible hides nothing. (1) 


The Proof.—W oman, behold, thy Son! ... Bé- 
hold, thy mother! (John 19:26, 27.) When a good 
man comes into his full young manhood and is able 
to appreciate his place in life and how he got there, 
nothing in all the world is so precious to him as his 
mother. Especially so if the man is unmarried. A 
man is mighty particular about what he does with 
his precious things. I have heard of folks who could 
not go on a trip because they did not know what to 
do with the dog. ‘Topsy-wopsy so precious she 
couldn’t be entrusted with anybody! My mother is 
over ninety, and I am no longer in my “full youn 
manhood.” I cannot think of a single -friend, if 
were leaving this world who would wring from me, 
“Mother, behold, thy’ son!” “Son, behold, thy 
mother!” Do you? The fact of the matter is, the 
tragedy of the deathbed is not the suffering, not the 
saying of farewell, but what is going to become of 
the loved ones (Jer. 49:11). olumes could, be 
written of John, but nothing sizes him up better 
than that Jesus wants John to take the place of 
Jesus’ mother’s loving son. It is a long call from 
that fiery day in Samaria to that bloody day on 
Calvary, from that day of hate to this day of love. 
When a man goes along with Jesus for a little while, 
something inside of him -(and outside of him, for 
that matter) takes on a new arrangement and a proper 
adjustment. If I were an artist I would like to paint 
John’s face for that first paragraph, and then his 
face for this paragraph. “Before taking.” “After 
taking.” What a sensation these two pictures would 
make at the next salon if my hand could only put 
on the canvas what I can see as I write this lesson. 


Growth.—Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another (1 John aby Since 
John became a follower of Jesus he has earned a 
lot. Compare this text with that first one up there. 
“Fire.” “Love.” So with the rest of us. The splen- 
did thing about the Christian life is_ its growth. 
While the soul touched by the Divine life is a new 
creation, there still remain certain old human lim- 
itations (2 Cor. 5:17). Wings are not sprouted all 
at once. We throw scrap into the furnace and it 
comes out of the sand cog wheels and other things. 
But you had better net put too much work on them 
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Lesson for July 22 
John the Apostle 


until they are “annealed You girls 
don’t know what that s? Well, if 
you know how to make me a REAL fruit 
cake next fall I will not cut it until the 
middle of the summer. It will stay there 
in the big tight box growing a better 
and better fruit cake every day. But 
one of those dry, choky things you buy 
— well, he don’t send it—it never was 
a real fruit cake, and gets worse and 
worse as the days run on. Yes, the Chris- 
tian life is just like that. 
COATESVILLE, Pa. : 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one is 
d for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet expletning the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, w sent for 
ten cents stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be to illustrations on 
that portion of the text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
ER ee 

Postponing Eternal Life.—We forbade 
him, because he followeth not with us 
(Luke 9:49). While conducting a re- 
vival service I spoke to a young woman 
about becoming a Christian. She seemed 
much impressed and ready to decide at 
once. I asked her to cotne forward, and 
when she made a move to do so, her 
mother, who was sitting beside her put 
her hand on her arm and said, “Don’t 
go.” I said to the mother, “Don’t you 
want your girl to be a Christian?” She 
said, “Yes, I do, but not in this church. 
We are going to start meetings in our 
church next week, and she can get con- 
verted then.”—A_ personal experience, 
Sent by H. D. Kennedy, Elk Rapids, 
Mich. Prize illustration. .(1) 


The Court’s Decision on Love.—Now 
there stood by the cross of Jesus his 
mother (John 19:25, A. V.). In a New 
Orleans cemetery there is a monument 
which has created much interest. It rep- 
resents a ship in the midst of a storm- 
tossed sea; a mother and child chinging 
together on the vessel. On the base is an 
inscription saying they were drowned on 
July 4, 1900. They were sole survivors of 
a large estate, and the question was under 
whose name should the estate be admin- 
istered, the name of the mother or the 
daughter. The Court decided it should 
be in the name of the child, reckoning 
she went down last, because the mother 
would hold her in a place of safety to 
the end. A wonderful tribute to mother 
love !—From the Wonderful Word. Sent 
by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


Why She Loved Mother.—Every one 
that loveth is begotten of God, and know- 
eth God (1 John 4:7). One day a lady 
called her little girl to her side. “I’m so 
glad, mother; I wanted to love you so 
much.” “Did you, darling? I didn’t think 
you were lonely when I was busy, for 
you had your doll to play with.” “Yes, 
mother; but I’m tired of loving dolly, 

ause she never loves me back.” “And 
is that why you love mother?” “Partly; 
but I love you most because you loved 
me first, when I was too little to love you 
back.” We love, because He first loved 
us.—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Perfect Living.—God is love; and he 
that abideth in love abideth in God; and 
God abideth in him (Golden Text). It 
is not often that the very essence of 
Christianity is so clearly expressed as it 
was in the case of a foreigner, who, 
struggling with the difficulties of the Eng- 
lish language, had to parse the verb “to 
love.” He wrote it down as the perfect 
tense of the verb “to live.” Love is in- 
deed life perfected—From the Toronto 
Globe. Sent by J. B. James, Toronto. (2) 

The Narrow Way.—God is love; and 
he that abideth in love abideth in God, 
and God abideth in him (Golden Text). 
A friend was talking to a converted 
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Chinaman about the “narrow way.” “Yes,” 
said the Chinaman, “it is a narrow way. 
There is room for only one, and ‘that 
One is Christ in me.”—Source unknown. 
Sent by Annie Richardson Kennedy, Elk 
Rapids, Mich. 


The Difficulty in the Text.—God is 
love (Golden Text). A minister sat in 
the vestry of his church on a certain day 
to meet any who might have spiritual diffi- 
culties. Only one came. “What is your 
difficulty?” said the minister. The man 
answered, “My difficulty is the ninth 
chapter of Romans, where it says, ‘Jacob 
have I loved, but Esau have I hated.’” 
“Yes,” said the minister, “there is great 
difficulty in that verse; but which part of 
the verse forms your difficulty?” “The 
latter part, of course,” said the man. “I 
cannot understand why God should hate 
Esau.” The minister replied: “The verse 
has often been a difficulty to me, but my 
difficulty has always been the first part 
of the verse; I never could understand 
how God could love that wily, deceitful, 
supplanting scoundrel Jacob.” When we 
know our own hearts we are inclined to 
say, “Oh, what a wonder that God loves 
me!”—From “Pure Religion,” by the 
Rev. W. L. Mackenzie. Sent by the Rev. 
J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. (3) 


© ..i30 - 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how may we thank thee, either in word or 
by our lives, for thy great love for us! 
Thou hast revealed that love in numberless 
ways. Because thou hast loved us, we have 
learned what love is, and yet we are so 
slow to show forth that love to others. For- 
give our coldness of heart, we pray thee. 
Quicken us with the life. that thou dost 
send, and which comes from thee alone, 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. May our 
love be shown, not merely in words, but in 
the daily life by which we are known in 
home or school or business, wherever our 
days are spent. We ask this in the name 
of otir Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In one of those 
wondereful letters which the Holy Spirit 
gave to the Apostle John to write, we 
are told that “We love, because he first 
loved us.” Have you ever thought about 





that? Did you suppose that the love that 
we have for others is an idea of our own? 
No, if God had not loved us, we should 
not know how to love. And John tells 
us that “Herein was the love of God man- 
ifested in us, that God hath sent his only 
begotten Son into the world that we 
might live through him. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.” Yes, if we want to know 
what love is, we must look to God, and 
what he has done for. us in sending his 
Son to take the burden of our sins. If 
you are ever tempted to be unloving, look 
toward the cross of Christ! John knew. 
He was one of the first disciples of Jesus, 
and he was beside the cross in those last 
hours. Do we love the Lord as John did? 
And others, as John did, because of the 
love that the Lord had for him? Let us 
pray. 


dif Love ‘rgune 


we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Jesus, Saviour, pilot me.” 

“I need Thee every hour.” 

“Q Word of God Incarnate!” 
“I've found a friend.” 

“Beneath the Cross of Jesus.” 
“2 Come, all ye faithful.” 

“O Sacred Head Now Wounded.” 
“Just as I am.” 














{Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs. in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburzh.) 

“Behold, What Manner of Love!” (207 : 1-3.) 
Psalm 103 : 1-5, 13-22; « John 3:1. 

“His Grace Abideth Ever” (276 : 1-3). 
Psalm 136 : 1-4, 23-26. 

“The Water of Life” (98 : 1-3). 

Psalm 42:1-4; 63: 1-7; Rev. 22:17. 

“The Stoty of Thy Love” (254: 1, 2). 
Psalm 14 : 1-21. 
“God so Loved the World” (314). John g : 16. 


Every father will appreciate “Father 
and Son,” published by The Sunday 
School Times Company, at $1, 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacutnc.—All who love 
Jesus are his beloved disciples. 


Note.—The incidents suggested for to- 
day’s story about John are too meager to 
interest children without adding other ac- 
tivities. Peter and John were so closely 
associated in their devoted friendship for 
each other and for Jesus that the re- 
view of Peter’s story will include John as 
his companion. _ 

Introductory Review—How many of 
you children have a relative or friend 


named John? It is a good name, and 
quite common. Jesus had two friends 
named John. His cousin John was six 


months older than Jesus, but they lived 
too far apart to visit when children. How 
did John receive his name? (Recall the 
lesson of July ist.) When this cousin 
John grew to manhood, he preached by 
the Jordan River, and was called John the 
Baptist. 


To-day’s Story.—The other John was 
a fisherman: 


“Peter and Andrew, James and John, 
Fishermen of Capernaum, 
Two pairs of brothers, who lived by the 


sea, 
Jesus said unto them, Follow me.” 


One time fisherman John and his part- 
ners heard that John the Baptist was 
preaching by the Sea of Galilee. They 
went to hear him, and became his fol- 
lowers. One day these two Johns and 
Andrew were talking together, when 
another man drew near. John the Bap- 
tist said that he was Jesus, so John and 
Andrew followed to find out where Jesus 
lived.. He invited them to spend part 
of the day with him. They could hardly 
wait to invite their brothers, Peter and 
James, and some friends to meet Jesus. 
They all loved him and became his fol- 
lowers or disciples. 

Peter and John were great friends. 
Jesus often sent them on special er- 
rands or took them with him. Peter was 
a great talker, John was a good listener. 
He remembered so many things that Jesus 
said and did that he wrote them, and the 
Gospel of John has been kept as part of 
the Bible for hundreds of years. 

John was such a loving friend that he 
liked to sit next to Jesus —near enough 
sometimes to lean on Jesus. During the 
last supper that the twelve disciples ate 
with Jesus, John was leaning on. Jesus’ 
breast when he said, One of you shall be- 
tray me. Simon Peter beckoned to John 
to find out which one he meant, so John 
the beloved disciple leaned back until he 
could look into the face of Jesus and 
ask, Lord, who is it? 

The next day when Jesus was on the 
cross he saw John standing near, also 
his mother, Mary, so he said to John, 
Take care of my mother; be a son to 
her. So John took her to his own home. 

Many times after this Peter and John 
were together. On Easter morning they 
ran to see whether the grave was empty, 
as the women had told them. They were 
together that night, when they caught no 
fish, » Peter and John were in the boat 
when they’ noticed a man on the beach, 
but did not know him in the dim light. 
When he spoke John knew the voice and 
said to Peter, It is the Lord. After 
breakfast, John heard Jesus ask Peter 
three times, Lovest thou me? He heard 
Jesus say, Follow thou me. After Jesus 
went back to heaven, Peter and John were 
together on their way to prayer, when 
they saw and healed the lame man at 
the Beautiful Gate of the temple (Acts 
3). They were in prison together (Acts 
4, 5). They were brave and- preached 
boldly ‘to many people. 

John lived to be a very old man. He 
wrote the last book of the Bible, which 
tells about the Heavenly Home prepared 
for all who love, trust, and obey Jesus, as 
Peter and John did. John wrote, We 
love, because He first loved us. 

Sing the first verse of “Jesus loves me, 
this I know.” We can be just as sure 
that Jesus loves us, as that he loved John 
and Peter. All who love Jesus may be 
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his disciples. Be sure to add a mission- 
ary thought. 
“Jesus loves the little children, 
All the children of the world, 
Red and yellow, black and white, 
They are precious in his: sight. 
Jesus loves the little children of the 
world.” 
Or from Carols (Leyda Pub Co., Wapello, 
' Towa, 35 cts.): 
“There are many little children 
Who have never heard 
Of his love and tender kindness 
And his Holy Word.” 
Or, 
“The world children for Jesus, 
Who loves them, who loves every one.” 
(Carols.) 


Pzoria, Iu. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Jesus’ friendships. 
2. Jesus’ best friend. 
3. Your friendship with Jesus. 











“GuE is the friendliest girl in our 
school,” they said to one another — 
two girls, talking things over together. 
“Yes, we all like her, we all feel friendly 
with her — but wouldn’t you love to be 
her most intimate friend —to know her 
that way?” was the reply. 


1, And so it is net only Jesus’ friend- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Litde Jette Telling Bible Stories” 





ohn We Apostle. 
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ships in general, but his “most intimate 
friend” that we shall study to-day. We 
shall appreciate this special friendship 
best upon the background of Jesus’ 
friendships as a whole. Was he a friendly 
person? Had he many friends, those 
who loved him as well as admired him, 
and believed in his mission, those whom 
he loved and 
they were congenial ?_ = 
e is only one answer to that first 
question for even the most casual reader 
of the story of his life. Certainly Jesus 
of Nazareth was a.most friendly person 
(thinking now only of his true human- 
ity). e drew people to himself at 
first contact — he held them often in spite 
of themselves. After curiosity had been 
satisfied, which sometimes was the first 
motive; after disappointment. had set in 
— in the realization that he was not striv- 
ing to be the earthly power they thought 
him to be and so would not confer cov- 
eted power upon them; after. open. dif- 
ferences had arisen between them as they 
grasped the severe heights of his teach- 
ings — even then the magnetism of this 
young prophet, who spake as never man 
spake, and taught as one having author- 
ity, drew and held multitudes of people, 
both men and women, and always chil- 
dren. (1) 
Skim through Mark’s or Luke’s biog- 


raphies and mark that word, “multitude” |. 


so constantly and emphatically used, so 
that Luke says that “many thousands of 
the multitudes were gathered together, so 
that they trod upon one another” in their 
eagerness to be near Jesus, until that hour, 
after the feeding of the thousands, when 
he refused point-blank to accept the king- 
ship they offered. (2) 

Upon this background of tremendous 
popularity you can single out a number 
of individuals who loved Jesus as a per- 
sonal friend, and of some of whom it is 
definitely said that Jesus loved them. To 
this inner circle belong not only the three 
so often selected for intimate cémpanion- 
ship, Peter, James, and John, but that 
family group in Bethany, Martha, Mary, 
and zarus (see John 11:3 and 5). 
Note Mark 10: 21, and John 3: 1-15 and 
7:50 with 19:39 for other instances of 
evident personal friendships, as well as 
Luke 23: 50-53 with John 19: 38, and 
Mark 11: 1-6 and 14: 14-16, not to men- 
tion Matthew’s “great feast” for-him and 
“Simon the leper’s” and those faithful 
friends among the Galilean women who 
stood by to the very last (Luke 24: 10; 
John 19:25 and 20:1-18 and Matt. 27: 
55, 56). (3) 


2. Surely we are within that inner 
circle of friends who had chosen him as 
he has chosen them, where genuine love 
prevailed even amidst misunderstandings 
and disappointments. But how far be- 
yond even this group was the intimate 
confidence between Jesus and John! The 
references to this fact—that this man 
was the one “whom Jesus loved” — are 
so numerous they cannot be missed. 

Our business now must be to see why 
Jesus so loved John, what kind of “bosom 
friend” he was to his Master. Again we 
could multiply references to the occasions 

m which Jesus chose John to be with 
him, when Jesus bestowed upon him spe- 
cial trusts, and we can read between the 
lines of the Gospels and see why this 
was so. But the strongest evidence we 
have is that choice of Jesus of this friend 
to take his place in caring for his mother 
(John 19:26, 27). (4) 

Here is the friend whom he could trust 
entirely! Here is also the friend who 
first believed in the reality of his resur- 
rection (John 20:8). Here is the friend 
whose very touch meant comfort to 
Jesus (John 21:20) even when he could 
not understand his Friend’s need. (5) 

And here is the friend who caught most 
fully the véry spirit of his Friend, who 
mest clearly reflected that mind which 
was in Christ Jesus. We catch that re- 
flection best in those letters from Jokn, 
when a prisoner for his Friend’s sake. 
You see Jesus, truly, when you read chap- 
ters 3 and 4 of that ‘first letter — read 
parts at least in class to-day. 

We “see Jesus” very clearly in John’s 
letters, but we almost see “Jesus only” in 
John’s Gospel, and that is the test supreme 
of friendship—the complete forgéetful- 


loved to be with because | },, 





ness of self in the service of the one we 


love as friend. John delights to be called 
“the one whom Jesus loved,” but John 
delights still more so to make Jesus 
known to you that you may believe, as he 
dig, that he is the Christ, the very Son 
of God, and so may find life in his name. 
3. Throughout the centuries since, men 
ve _ learning more about Jesus 
through “his best friend, John, than 
through any one who loved him. No 
other testimony has been so irresistible as 
 netagyn pee is yours? Do other girls 
that you are a friend of Jesus’? 


Do they know him the better through 


you? Is your witness of self or of your 
riend? Can he trust you? Do you be- 
lieve? Do you love him? 
Read..John’s three letters this week. 
Decatur, Ga. 
we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Thunder and Lightning! 
Discussion: Name some of thé things 

of destructive force, which have been 

converted into real service and blessing 
to humanity, as for instance, dynamite, 
electricity, steam, strychnine, ether, 
the tongue, the hand, the heart. What 
are the processes of these conversions? 
Objective: Living close to Jesus. 











AY, fellows, when one looks at a fine 
7 old tree, riven and blasted by the 
lightning, he involuntarily shudders and 
thanks the Lord that he was not present 
to witness the sudden flash of blinding 
light and the deafenirig thunderclap that 
followed. It is a modern wonder that 
the same destructive force has been cap- 
tured and poured harmlessly through. in- 
sulated wires. to bring light and warmth 
and joy into the lives of. mankind. - (1). 

Yet still more marvelous was it when 
John, the apostle, -one of two brothers 
whom Jesus called “the sons of thunder” 
because of their untamed fiery spirits, by 
staying close to Jesus was transfor: 
into the “Apostle of Love.” The gentle 
and sweet spirited John whom the art- 
ists have pictured was not always that 
way. Once he wanted to'call down fire 
from heaven to destroy the Samaritans 
“ they refused hospitality: to Jesus. 

John was as hot, headed as Peter and per- 


haps even ‘more revengeful; but he had | 


one infallible saving quality — he knew 
how to stick. He got a place close up 
to Jésus and there he stuck: And that 
sticking close by Jesus was like putting 
the ingot into the crucible; the dross was 
burned away, and John came forth as 
pure gold. He was “the disciple whom 
Jesus loved.” He got close and stayed, 
and the’ Master’s great, loving, transform- 
ing spirit closed in around him and held 
him steadfast. Anybody who wants to 
can get close up to Jesus—-and it is the 
only safe place, if a fellow wants to 
stick through. and win ‘out. Ah, if 
Peter had just learned that secret 
from John! It would have saved him 
many _ a bitter heartache. (3) 

Sticking close changed John’s  liabili- 
ties into assets. That’s what it always 
does. John was not only in the inner 
circle of Jesus’ three nearest friends; but 
be was the closest of the three. That 
explains why John, of all the apostles, 
was the only one to stay by Jesus while 
he hung upon the cross; that is why he 
had the blessed privilege of taking care 
of Jesus’ mother; that may explain why 
Jchn outlasted all the others in the years 
to follow our Lord’s ascension, to be per- 
mitted while yet upon earth to behold 
Jesus, crowned and upon his throne in 
heaven, and to write that part of the 
Bible, tle epistles of John, breathing the 
very spirit of Christ’s own words. (4 

It seems to me, fellows, that John, of 
all the Bible characters, has given us the 
secret of life which you and I most need 
to know. We are conscious of certain 
destructive forces within us, which have 
already worked havoc and brought us 
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shame and ‘distress. John has shown us 


that these fore®s cari actually be changed - 
into agents of blessing; that their power. 


can be engines of good, instead of evil. 
And how? By sticking close to Jesus. 


And how can we do that? Very —- 


By being faithful to our prayer life. 
the habit of talking to Jesus about every- 
thing that we plan and do. Talk to-him 
about our weak points and ask him to 
show us how to overcome them. Have 
regular stated times to read his Word. 
“And hereby we know that we know him, 
if we k his commandments” (1 John 
2:3). “If we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowship..one 
with another, and the- bleed. of — 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from. all. sin” 
1 John 1:7). Read every word of that 
irst Epistle of John ; it will tell you-how 
to live close to Jesus far better than 
anything any one can say. (S) _ 
hus you may hecome the greatest of 
all uerors — the conqueror who -con- 
quers f. “He that ruleth his own 
spirit is greater than he that taketh a 
city.” Living close to,Jesus changes our 
foolishness to wisdom, our hate to love, 


our confusion to poise, our failure to - 


victory. 
Let’s get close up, fellows, and stick. 
Gresnspopo, N. C, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





July 29. Industrial Missions at Home .and 
Abroad. 2 Thess. 3 :.6-13. 

August s. Lessons from the Psalms. 8. A 
Nature Psalm. Psa. 104: 1-35. (Outdoor 
consecration meeting.) 

August 12, What Can Be Done Toward Abol- 
ishing Poverty? Luke 16 : 19-30. 
——_ 19: How to Get On in Life. 

: 3-18. 


Deut. 


Sunday, July 22 


What in Present-Day Social Life Would 
Christ Approve? What Disapprove? 
(1 Cor. 10 : 23, 24, 31-33; 11:1) 


(2 Cor. 12: 





Mon.—Approve unselfishness 
11-21). 
Tues.—Recreation (Luke 7: 31-35). 
Wed.—Social settlements (Luke 15: 1-10). 
Thurs.—Interest in children (Matt. 1: 
1-10). * 
Fri.—Disapprove greed 
Sat.—Hypocrisy 


€Mic. 3: 9-12). 
(Matt. 23: 25-33). 











What would Christ say about dance hails? 

What attitude would Christ take toward 
pool-rooms ? ; 

What would be Christ’s attitude to home 
parties ? 


N RECOUNTING the occasion of a 

wedding festivity at which our Lord 
was present, the writer of the Fourth 
Gospel. concludes: “This beginning . of 
miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, .and 
manifested forth his glory.” So it «was 
that our Lord revealed his miracle-work- 
ing power first to those who were ,gath- 
ered in happy social intercourse. is 
fact should give us some. indication of.our 
Lord’s attitude to clean social life. 


“Absence of all social life is unhealthful, 
but not all social life is healthful. Some 
social life is necessary for the normal 
person, too much of it is hurtful. Like 
many another thing in life, a moderate 
amount of social enjoyment aids one to 
be fresher in every way, while an excess 
of it may contribute to making one 
“jaded” and “worn out.” “Susie Smith’s 
party” may be a fine thing one night in 
the week, but may be a positive detriment 
if it is multiplied six times a week. “Let 
your moderation be known of all men,” 
is good counsel for to-day. 


4 
A good test of the wholesomeness of 
gatherings has.often been suggested: “If 
you could take Christ with you, and feel 
at ease with him there, go; but if you 
would be ashamed to take him, don’t-go.” 
Yet even this test, good as it is, is not 


ok, 





— 























Lesson for July 22 
John the Apostle 


infallible. For if a young person, while 
a Christian, has been playing on the 
fringes of his fellowship with Christ, he 
may honestly think, “Why, it would be all 
ight to take Christ there,” when if he 
knew Christ better he would judge dif- 
ferently. While the test is good, there 
are other questions to be considered, too. 


The first of these questions is: “Is 
anything in this diversion harmful or 
even questionable?” Sometimes it is easy 
to take for granted that there is nothing 
— with our amusements when there, 

ly is. Is it hard to think e 
thoughts while engaging in them? Is it 
easy for wrongful suggestions to creep 
into the mind? Then something is the 
matter. Are we indulging ourselves in 
any form of amusement which either di- 
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by us or others upog the sanctity of our 
own persons? The easy, little, first step 
is often the ruinous one. The invest- 
ment of a little heart-searching thought 
may pay us big dividends. 
ue 

The other question which every Chris- 
tian ought to ask is this: Are the amuse- 
ments in which I take part, while appar- 
ently harmless to me, in any way a stum- 
blingblock to any one else, haps some 
one weaker? If so, the ristiah who 
truly loves his neighbor as himself will 
know what to do without being told. 
Some young Christians would be aston- 
ished did they know how others are pat- 
terning their lives by ours. It is not only 
optional for every sincere Christian to 
ask these questions, it is obligatory if he 
really wants to put first things first. 





rectly or indirectly lowers the value put 












Ask Marion. Lawrance! 


Consul! eral Secre for Life of the 
es Soma Sunday School Council 
If a superintendent is satisfactory to a 
school, how long should he hold his office? 
HERE is no rule of which I know 
in this matter. It is always well for 
a superintendent to be looking out for’ his 
successor and training a number of young 
people with the superintendency in view. 
© man who is worthy of the place will 
insist on holding it longer than he should, 
and he will annually open the way for 
the church to elect somebody else. 





What would you do-with a class who will 
mot obey and who refuse to have a teacher 
selected? 

HERE may be such a class, but: I 

have never seen one. I never saw a 
company of boys and girls so rude or 
heady that they would not, o when 
they recognized they had a real leader 
as their teacher. The first thing that 
must be established is to get the confi- 
dence of. those boys, or at least one or 
two of the ‘leaders. ‘They should be made 
to understand that they are not running 
the school, and if they come to it at all, 
they must comply with the rules and cén- 
ditions. It is better they should not 
come than.to break up the school, but I 
have never yet seen a case where it was 
necessary to drive them out. 





Is am orchestra an advantage or a disad- 
vantage in the opening of a school service? 
OTH. It depends upen the orchestra 
and the conditions under which it 
plays. I have seen orchéstras that did 
most -excellent work and were a real 
credit to the school, as well as a real 
help to it. I have seen other orchestras 
that were an abomination. Orchestras 
that play simply to be ‘heard and who im- 
agine that their part of the work is the 
most important of all, are not the kind 
of orchestra that is really profitable or 
helpful. One or two instruments are a 
reat help if they are properly played. 
f a school uses an organ instead of a 
piano, a cornet is exceedingly fine, be- 
cause it speaks out so plainly and makes 
every note distinct. 

If you have a piano, the first instru- 
ment I would put in would be a violin, 
because the piano speakes the notes out 
plainly. A volunteer orchestra, made up 
of good players who are members of the 
school er church and play as a feature of 
the worship, can be made a very profit- 
able thing. 


In a smal! community, how can we interest 
the children in Sunday-school attendance, 
when the parents take them for Sunday out- 
ings and visiting parties? 

F I COULD answer this question sat- 

isfactorily, that waiting halo (if there 
be one) would certainly descend and 
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tion is not inserted here because the 
writer thinks he can answer it, but be- 
cause it gives him an opportunity to say 
that many of those parents who habit- 
ually do this sort of thing will one day 
wear crepe on their hearts because of 
the waywardness of their children, and 
wonder why they are thus afflicted. If 
they are sufficientiy wise and discerning, 
they may recall the days when they kept 
their children from the house of God 
for their own pleasure. 

There. are many people who say they 
have to work so hard and continuously 
during the week that Sunday is their 
otily day for rest and recreation. Such 
‘people ought to remember -that if some 
people did not faithfully observe the Sab- 
bath and aftend church the time would 
come when there would be no such rest 
day for anybody, and they would suffer 
along with the rest. It is the faithful 
minority of God’s children who are en- 
deavoring to preserve the Sabbath, with- 
out which our civilization would crumble 
and fall away. 


How would you wake up a men’s Bible 
clase? 


OUND sleepers are usually wakened 

by giving them a good shaking up. 
Perhaps this is what is needed in this 
class, There are several ways, however, 
to do it. No Bible class will ever awake 
that has not good leaders who are awake. 
One real live, dynamic, wide-awake man 
will keep a class awake if they will give 
him a chance. The very fact that this 
question is asked indicates that somebody 
thinks this class is asleep. It-is evi- 
dent that somebody, whoever he is, is 
awake. Let him gather together two or 
three spirits of the same kind in the class, 
or owt of it, and have a little meeting all 
by themselves and decide that that men’s 
class must be waked up, and then go to 
work to find how to do it. The follow- 
ing will be suggestive. 
r 1. Invite all the men together for an 
evening, with or without refreshments, but 
with a short, interesting program, and 
endeavor to lay before them the great op- 
portunity they have of making that class 


the community, and the Kingdom. In 
other words, try to give them the go- 
ahead spirit. 

2. Invite in the teacher-or leader of 
some other class that is really alive, and 
let him give this group a good talk on 
the subject. 

3. Secure one of the new and up-to- 
date books on men’s work and read some 
parts of it to the class, or pass the book 
around, and let them read it themselves. 

4. Put up an altruistic program, one 
that will really help somebody or some 
good cause, and try to get the men be- 
hind it. 

5. Send to your State Secretary or to 





quietly rest upon my head. The ques- 


the International Sunday School Of- 


really count for the school, the church, 





fice, 1516 Mallers Building, Chicago, 
for adult class leaflets, which are 
very inexpensive, and give them out 


to all the members of the class, with an 
explanation of what you are trying to do. 
These suggestions ought to help. Do not 
try to put anything over on the class, 
but try to get the class itself to kick 
off the covers, rub its eyes, sit up, get 
out of bed, and go to work. 


Adult Class Questions 


< Discussed by Hugh Cork 
Ways of Working Editor of 
The Sunday School Times 
Pennsylvania.—Please give us some sug- 
gestions as to how to make the adult classes 
our school more efficient. How may we 
ne more adults in our congregation?— 


NE adult class leader has, to my 

mind, a fine plan to cultivate inter- 
est and: efficiency in adult class work. 
He plans a week’s Bible Class Institute 
held in the evenings only, after the old- 
fashioned singing school, or a week’s pro- 
tracted meeting for the one local church 
only. 

He plans to open on a Sunday evening 
with a fine musical program, and an ad- 
dress on “The Place of the Adult in Fur- 
thering Christian Education,” by the .pas- 
tor. This clears the atmosphere for the 
work of the week, when those who at- 
tend follow the splendid book, “The Adult 


Division in the Church School,” by E. W. | 


Halpenny, formerly Adult Division 
Superintendent of the International Sun- 
day School Association (Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, 60 cents, postpaid). 

Ten men and women are carefully se- 
lected each to take one chapter and adapt 
its contents to his school in a way that 
will work. Two chapters are discussed 
each night, which allows time for gen- 
eral discussions, and the program, pre- 
ceded by a study of hymns, is as follows: 
Monday: ‘ : 

1. “Scope and Organization of the 
Adult Division.” 

2. “The Adult Bible Class Department.” 


Tuesday: 


3. “The Adult Bible Class Department 
at work.” 


4. “Adult Bible Class Organization.” 
Wednesday: 

5. “Organized Class Activities.” 

6. “The Adult Home and Extension 
Department.” 
Thursday: 

7. “The Adult Training Department.” 

8. “Parents’ Problem Classes.” 
Friday: 


9. “Backing the Children’s Division.” | 


10. “Working with the Young People’s 
Division.” 

Sunday: 

11. “The Adult Division in Home Con- 
tacts.” 

12. “A Digest for Our Church,” by the 
pastor. 

Of course schools always get good 
from adult conferences at conventions, 
but here is a week’s study that can draw 
most of the congregation. Then, too, all 
that is presented is put in the shape which 
fits the school’s needs. 





Indiana.—Is it wise to allow discussion of 
“evolution” and “Modernism” and such like 
questions which stir up controversy in the 
class? After all is not this disturbance in 
several large denominations much ado about 
nothing? Why not let people believe what 
sr if that will make them happy? 

AUL tells Timothy (1 Tim. 3:16), 

“Without controversy great is the 
mystery of godliness.” But he also says 
we should bear in mind to speak “the 
truth in love.” 

Is it a question of “Sunday golf” which 
some men feel they need, or “dancing” 
and “cards” which many young folks de- 
mand, or teaching “evolution” in our 
schools and colleges which is being done, 
or the spreading of “Modernistic” views 
of the Holy Scriptures as voiced from 
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many a pulpit? Have you ever checked 
up the spiritual results of churches, pas- 
tors, adult classes, and individual Chris- 
tians who approve of such things, and 
would rule out any word of protest be- 
cause it would bring discord? Are those 
who approve such views the soul-winners 
in the church? 

Take ‘the past year’s record of the 
church in New York, around which a 
great denomination has recently fought 
a great theological battle involving the 
integrity of the Scriptures. This church, 
with a brilliant preacher and two asso- 
ciate pastors and 1,869 members, added 
thirty-five members during the year, ac- 
cording to their 1922 published records. 
Another church which stood by the above 
church, with a strong pastor and able lay- 
men and 978 members, added eight. An- 
other, with 1,566 members, and whose 
pastor declares he does not believe the 
fundamentals of the denomination, added 
thirty-four, but had a net loss in church- 
membership of 192. Another church, 
whose leading elder was regarded a few 
years ago as probably the greatest soul- 
winner among young people in this coun- 
try, with a very able pastor, and 2,418 





members and a Sunday-school of 1,509, 
brought in only twenty on examination 
and confession. Another church, whose 
pastor has openly attacked the funda- 
mentals of evangelical denominations, has 
a large membership, but in the past five 
years he has received into his church on 
examination only eighteen members; while 
his congregational expense receipts were 
over $150,000. 

It is interesting to note that in the 
columns showing the recepticn of mem- 
bers, the “Fundamentalist” churches’ 
larger numbers are those on confession of 
faith, and the “Modernistic’ churches’ 
larger figures are in the certificate col- 
umn. 

If our classes want to be soul-winning 
stations, each member should be taught 
what really does_win souls. Therefore 
| these facts ought to be given a place in 

our. classes. - 
| If you will get the year book of your 
denomination’ and look up not only your 
own local church record and how it com- 
pares with the average, but how the “Lib- 
eral” and “Conservative” churches com- 
pare, it will repay you. Such a report 
might profitably take most of the time 
in some lesson period, or the whole time 
of the review Sunday. It will show that 
it is all important that we teach God's 
— and not allow any of it to be cast 
aside. 


we 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 





I have taken a class of eight girls through 
the First Standard One-Year Course, and the 
results have been so satisfactory that I am 
going to advise that our school organize a 
permanent teacher-training department. Do 
you know of any schools that have been able 
to conduct teacher-training classes through 
a number of years? 

ES, I know of schools that have had 

teacher-training as a regular part of 
their work for the past fifteen or twenty 
years. Quite recently we received a let- 
ter from a Lutheran pastor who has just 
organized his eleventh consecutive class 
to study one of the First Standard One- 
Year Courses, and who has also led a 
good percentage of his students through 
the advanced courses. Another, a Re- 
formed Church pastor, in March of this 
year organized his thirteenth class to take 
the one-year course. Both pastors speak 
of teacher-training as one of the most 
important factors in the work of their 
church. 


Will you please inform me if you have a 
teacher-training corrospondence course? I 
would like to take up such a study. 

NY of the approved teacher-training 

courses may be taken by correspond- 
ence, either from the teacher-training de- 
partment of your denomination or from 
The New York State Sunday School As- 
sociation. 

If you should organize a class in teacher- 
training, an enrolment blank will be sent 
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to you from the State Association or 
the denominational offices. When the 
class is ready for examination on a sec- 
tion of the course, examination questions 
will be sent to you. The test will be 
taken under your supervision, and the 
papers will be returned for grading. The 
marks will be reported to you, and 
through you to the members of the class. 

If you take the work as an in- 
dividual student, the examination ques- 
tions will be sent to your pastor or to 
the superintendent of your Sunday-school, 
and the tests will be taken in his pres- 


ce. 

Full information will be sent you as 
to courses of study and method of pro- 
cedure, if you will write to the head- 
quarters named above. 


Our Sunday-school is sadly hampered in its 
work by a lack of teachers. Several of those 
in service are not at all good teachers. 

are without We can 
find no one willing to do the work. Would 
teacher-training help us? 


EACHER-TRAINING has brought 

great help to. many Sunday-schools. 
A superintendent sent us word that on 
one Sunday they graduated a class of 
seven young people in teacher-training, 
and the next Sunday they inducted the 
entire number as teachers of the school. 

A live teacher-training class will help 
your present teaching force to do better 
work and will prepare your young people 
for this phase of work for Christ. 

The superintendent of the teacher-train- 
ing department of a wide-awake United 
Brethren school after a recent gradua- 
tion service said, “For the first time in 
my experience with our Sunday-school, 
a period of almost eighteen years, we 
have more people who are willing to teach 
than we have classes. We are planning 





to pest a list of peeple who are willing 
to substitute if they are notified in ad- 
vance.” ie 


Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 

Our work seems to bé so formal and in 
many respects so haphazard. I am very 
anxious to er to our members the ad- 
vantages and spiritual of our depart- 
ment. You don’t know how grateful I would 
be if you could give me some suggestions 
which I could put in use when we return to 
the work in the fall, to help us along spirit- 
ual lines.—Mrs. E. G 

AM so glad that you realize the great 

need of a spiritual awakening in our 
homes to-day, because this realization 
must come. first before we can expect 
to be used by God to change conditions. 
It is rather singular that quite a number 
of department superintendents are ask- 
ing the same question just now. Follow- 
ing is a suggestive outline which will be 
used by some departments this fall: 


1. A prayer-meeting group each Quar- 
ter, in the home cf some member, to 
which the members of the families of the 
group are all invited. 

2. A prayer-meeting in the church each 
Quarter under the auspices of the Home 
Department Council. 

3. At least two special services in the 
church during the year, at which the 
need of the home and family worship is 
to be presented. 

4. A prayer hour for the department, 
special postcards to be sent to the mem- 
bers each Quarter, to remind them of 
the hour, and to suggest special objects 
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for prayer and to call attention to the 
daily devotional mattrial in the Quar- 
terly. 

5. Some special devotional literature to 
be sent each Quarter to the members. 


6. A monthly prayer-meeting of the 
Home Department Council in seeking for 
wisdom and guidance for the work in 
the fall. 


Do you think we ought to continue the use 

the Envelope? My Visitors grow 
very discouraged with the many and varied 
excuses with regards to the envelope, — they 
have laid it aside, lost it, have no change 
just then, don’t have it ready, or will send 
it later. All of which invariably means that 
there will be no report that Quarter. How 
do you suppose it would work if.we had a 
group collection envelope, such as is used 
in the Sunday-school class, the Visitor to 
bring this envelope with her, ascertain the 
number of lessons studied on a lesson card 
which she would also carry, and receive such 
contribution as the members might care to 
make? The Report Envelope is a trouble- 
maker, and I wish we could discover some 
way to get rid of it—Mrs. W. P. 


KNOW all of the difficulties which you 

mention with regard to the Report En- 
velope and quite a good many more. 
Therz is scarcely a conference when this 
has not been brought up. But so far the 
cures suggested have in every case pre- 
sented many new difficulties. I addressed 
a prominent Home Department in a 
wealthy church this summer. It was their 
annual meeting, and a most delightful 
program and refreshments had been pro- 
vided. The superintendent told me be- 
fore the meeting that they did not use 
any system of record or the Report En- 
velope. The result was very evident in 
the report of the secretary and treasurer. 
Less than fifty dollars had been contrib- 
uted for the year from one hundred and 
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Just published—a new book by the author of 


‘* The Lure of the Leopard Skin’’ 


DRAGON’S EN 


By JOSEPHINE HOPE WESTERVELT | 
A thrilling story of pioneer mission work in one of the bandit-ridden sections of China 





@ Rad, a care-free young doctor, goes out on a “dare” as a substitute for a 
1SSI who has been invalided home, but who has a burning 
zeal for the field he has had to leave behind. Rad has no conception of 
real mission work—does not really know Christ himself—and being honest, 
He sees the impossibility of his position, but 
finds the Saviour, and his work takes on an entirely new aspect. 
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The hospital far away in the hills at the end of the river Dragon, the 
capture by the bandits, the coming of “‘ the pel he left behind him,” are 
among the incidents that make up this most fa 


scinating story. 
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than mission literature. 


“There is no more interesting or more varied and entertaining literature 
In an endeavor to put this in a more attractive 
form for our Christian young people, that they may know of the deep 
joy and satisfaction that comes from engaging in such work, this story 
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(A good story for vacation reading) 
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fifty members, and there was no report 
of lessons studied. The successful use 
of the Report Envelope is largely a mat- 
ter of education. Some of my own Vis- 
itors send a card a week before they call 
which seems-the best way of overcoming 
the difficulties with reference to the en- 
velope. ; 

Now take your own suggestion: First, 
I do not believe that you would find many 
Visitors who would be willing to carry 
a collection envelope and ask for a con- 
tribution. Then, if the members should 
be unprepared and without change, surely 
you would not care to call the second 
time, and so you would lose-the collection 
for the entire Quarter. You would also 
be creating the impression that the Visi- 
tor is a collecting agent, placing the re- 
sponsibility upon her for securing the col- 
lection and lesson statistics. 

I wish I knew a push button method 
for elimination of all difficulties in Home 
Department work. Some system is nec- 
essary, and I believe the Report Envelope 
has many advantages which the suggested 
changes do not furnish. My own experi- 
ence is that the Report Envelope can be 
made to work very successfully. 


4 
Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


What is the so-called “Cradle Roll Class”? 
Is not the Beginners Department intended 
to care for all the children under Primary 
age? 

HE Cradle Roll Class is one of the 

newest developments of the Sunday- 
school. It provides a place in the school 
for the tiniest children. In answer to 
the constantly asked question, “What 
good can come to childten under four 
years of age from attending Sunday- 
school?” it might be said that long be- 
fore the child is able to think he feels, 
and the very act of bringing him Sun- 
day after Sunday to God’s house is a 
strong factor in habit formation of the 
right kind. The child of fourteen or 
sixteen months will follow the older chil- 
dren through their exercises, and gradu- 
ally absorb something from the religious 
atmosphere which surrounds him. 

It is not fair to the older children in 
the Beginners Class ‘to have their atten- 
tion distracted by the baby, no matter 
how cunning his actions may be. The 
hour is too precious for that. And the 
time has passed when we have a class 
for the Cradle Rollers just so that they 
may be amused during the hour. The 
teacher is prepared definitely to help the 
child form correct ideas of the Heavenly 
Father and his love and care over us. 
Perhaps the most popular course of les- 
sons for this class is “Object Lessons 
for the Cradle Roll,” by Frances Weld 
Danielson (Pilgrim Press, Boston, $1.50, 


‘| postage, 10 cts.). Other very good sets 


of lessons are in course of preparation. 
Many teachers prepare their own les- 
sons, using a simplified form of First 
Year Beginners. 


"4 
A Thrilling Story of 
Christian Moslems 


N HIS “Survey of Religious Life and 
_Thought” in- The Sunday School 
Times of May 5, Mr. Ernest Gordon 


told the story of “a veritable Christian . 


freemasonry scattered throughout the 
Moslem world.” The item was quoted 
from an article by Mary C. Holmes in 


‘the Moslem World, the great magazine 


edited by Dr. S. M. Zwemer in the in- 
terest of getting the Gospel to the Mo- 
hammedans (Missionary Review Publish- 
ing Co., Inc., New York City, 50 cts, per 
copy, or $2 per annum), and Dr. 
Zwemer sends to The Sunday School 
Times a letter from one of the readers 
of the Moslem World in which she says: 

“One of the most thrilling missionary 
stories I have read was quoted from the 
Moslem World in an article in the last 
issue of The Sunday School Times, tell- 
ing of that secret order of Christian 
Moslems who had apparently come to 
know and love Christ through reading 
the Bible and other Christian literature. 
It made me realize the tremendous pos- 
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sibilities of thé Américan Christiafi Lif- 
erature Society for Moslems.” ‘ 
The Sunday School Times is planning 
to publish at an early date an article 
about the Literature Society referred to. 
Gifts to that Society may be sent to Mrs. 
E. O. Olcott, Treasurer, 322° West Sev- 
enty-fifth Street, New York City. 





Children at Home 





New Testament 
Arithmetic Problems 


Suggested by Keith L. Brooks 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles 





The Purpose of the Problems 





To give you practise in locating Scripture. 
To fix in your mind some important Bible 
numbers. , 
To refresh your memory on some familiar Bible 
stories. : 
Rid lead you to some helpful facts about the 
ie. 


To try you out in addition, subtraction, multi- 
plication, and division. 


Problem 8 





Tas the number of pieces of silver 
which certain early Christians paid 
for books containing erroneous teachings 
(Acts 19:19). Divide it by the num-| 
ber who were converted after hearing: 
Peter preach one sermon (Acts 4:4). 
Add the number Jesus sent out on a spe- 
cial mission (Luke 10:1). Subtract the, 
number of years that the Israelites vexed 
God in the wilderness (Acts 7:42) and 
divide by the number of days that ex-; 
pired between Jesus’ first and second res- 
urrection appearances (John 20: 26), and 
ou will have the number of the chapter. 
in Matthew where you will find the Be-, 
atitudes. 

Where are they? 


we 
Squirrel-Folk | 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


IRST comes Mr. G. Squirrel, as some 

children I know have named the, 
northern gray squirrel. Next to him in| 
size is Chickaree, his red, fierce cousin, | 
who can always best him in a fight. | 
Third, is Chippy Nipmunk, the chipmunk | 
whose home is in the ground and who| 
wears his pockets in his cheeks. Last | 
of all is Flyer, a little gray chap with 
a long, silky tail, who sleeps all day| 
rolled up in a round ball and opens his 
enormous eyes only after dark. By 
stretching out the loose skin along his 
sides, he can turn himself into a para- 
chute and glide long distances through 
the air. 

The gray squirrel used to be called the 
migratory squirrel by the early zoologists. 
This was because, a century or so ago, 
gray squirrels would migrate, always 
eastward, in troops, stripping fields of 
wheat and corn like a cloud of locusts. 
They were such pests that in Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1750, a bounty of threepence a 
head was fixed and paid on more than 
eight thousand squirrels killed in that 
year. These squirrel-armies, according 
to the old writers, climbed the mountains 
and crossed broad rivers on flat pieces 
of bark, hoisting their bushy tails for 
sails and: floating across without even 





To-day, however, they have given up 
any such habits and live in scattered pairs, 
not only in the country, but in many of 
our large cities. Last autumn I was rid- 
ing on a surface-car past Central Park, 
New York City. Suddenly the car came 
to a stop in the middle of a block, and 
remained there several minutes. Just in 
front on one of the rails was Mr. G. 
Squirrel, carefully hiding a valuable nut. 
He paid no attention to the score of pas- 
sengers, the gong, or the shouts of the 
motor-man. Not until that nut was prop- 





erly adjusted did he get off the rail, fluff 
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up his big silvéry-gray tail, and scampér 


away. 

In their wild state, gray squirrels are 
not usually so indifferent. ce, how- 
ever, I met one traveling down the mid- 
die of a deserted country road. I stood 
perfectly still, and he hopped unconcern- 
edly right between my feet and passed on. 
Very few of the wild animals can dis- 
tinguish a man from a tree by their eyes 
alone if he stands still. 

Mr. G. Squirrel is a great carpenter. 
Often in the woods you will notice large 
nests made of sticks, which you may have 
supposed were deserted crows’ nests. If, 
however, they are thatched or chinked 
with dry leaves, they are the nests of the 
gray squirrel, as a crow does not build 
that way. In building, the squirrel first 
breaks off dry and then green branches 
from his house-tree, and -usually lines 
his nest with moss, wood fibers, and 
dried grass. In winter time he usually 
lives with his family in a warmly lined 
hole in a tree. 

I well remember the time when I first 
learned the difference between a crow’s 
atid a squirrel’s nest. It was on August 
3, 1893. I was wandering in the woods 
and climbed up to what I thought was an 
abandoned crow’s nest to see how it 
looked inside. Just as I reached the nest, 
there was a rush, a scramble, and out 
came a gray squirrel — which looked to 
my startled eyes as big as a cat—and 
scurried down the tree. Inside the nest 
was a late second litter of four squirrels, 
so young that their eyes were not yet 
opened, They were pink and gray, like 
young rats except for their thick tails 
and long whiskers. When I touched them 
they squealed shrilly. Instantly there 
was a clattering of claws on the opposite 
side of the tree, and up dashed the mother 
squirrel to rescue her babies. She came 
within two feet of me, and ‘it was not 
until I put them back in their nest that 
she went down again. Two weeks later 
they had all grown large enough to go 
off to safer quarters. 

We always think of the flying squirrels 
as rare. That is only because our work- 
ing times and theirs do not correspond. 
The flying-squirrel is found everywhere 
in much greater numbers than either of 
the other two. It was a fire which first 
made me realize this fact. When I was 
young, all the boys of our town felt that 
it was their imperative duty to attend 





every fire which broke out, night or day. 
I do not remember that we saved man: 

lives or much Proverty, but we were al- 
ways there and made a loud noise. All 
the more important fires had names by 
which they were discussed by fire-goers, 
There was the “Woolen-mill Fire,” the 
“Seven-chimney-house Fire,” and _ the 
“Toothbrush Fire,” when one of us 
rushed bravely through the flames and 
smoke and rescued an old tooth-brush, 
the only portable property left in the room 
which he entered. One which we always 
remembered was the “Flying-squirrel 
Fire,” because that night, as a large house 
burned, suddenly all the surrounding trees 
became alive with darting flying-squirrels, 
attracted like moths by the dazzling light. 

Quite recently, on the top of Mount 
Pocono, while looking for the nest of 
the little golden-crowned kinglet, I found 
the home of a highly educated flying- 
squirrel. This talented squirrel had lined 
his nest with pieces of a- foreign news- 
paper dated 1915, but written in a lan- 
guage which none of our party could even 
name, much less read, 

A friend of mine once found four 
young flying-squirrels in a flicker’s nest. 
He put them into a boxful of cotton and 
fed them warm milk with a medicine- 
dropper. The second night he heard a 
curious noise in the room where they 
were. Turning on the light, he found 
the mother squirrel by the box. She had 
come in through the half-open window. He 
stood perfectly still and watched her. 
She gave a little whimpering noise, and 
immediately from out of the box popped 
one of the baby squirrels. When he 
saw his mother he lay flat down on his 
back and reached up his little paws, and, 
as she stood over him he clasped them 
around her and immediately my friend 
saw one of his pet squirrels disappearing 
up the wall, toward the open space in 
the window. He ran out to stop them, but 
as he reached the door he saw the mother 
squirrel, with her baby clasped tightly 
around her, scurry up the nearest tree, 
and, from the very top, skim through the 
air in a long diagonal flight which brought 
her to the foot of the next tree. Before 
he could reach her, she was up that one 
and flying to another, and in another min- 
ute was out of sight. 

He went back, thinking that anyway he 
had three squirrels left. When he looked 
into the box, however, he found it empty. 
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The mother squirrel had already rescued 
the first three of her family before he 
came, and the one he saw going off with 
her was the last of the brood. though 
my friend pretended to be angry at her 
for stealing his squirrels, I believe that, 
really, he was glad she got them, It’s a 
poor game, anyway, to shut up a wild, 
free animal. The best pets are those wha 
live in the woods and not in cages, 


Haverrorp, Pa, 


If coffee 


disagrees 
drink, 











Theological, Missionary, Religious-| 
Educational College course of 4 
years college de of Th.B. Grad- 
uate School of Theology. 3-year 
course, degree of B.D. Asm em- 
bodiment of the highest ideals of evangelical culture} 
and unity. 

NATHAN R,. WOOD, President 

College of Theology and Missions, Boston, 
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Montrose Bible Conference | 
‘DR. R. A. TORREY, Director. 

JULY 27th to AUGUST Sth 
Sixteen of the World’s greatest Bible teachers 
and preachers. 

Torrey Lodge, Old Homestead Inn, Conference Camp, 
Comfortable Cottages. Rates reasonable. 

For particulars address 


R. M. HONEYMAN, Ex. Sec.. MONTROSE, PA, 








In these days of scepticism— 


know the BIBLE and defend it 


It is your Christian duty to be able to “‘give 
unto every man a reason for the faith that is 


Synthetic Bible 
—systematic;showsrelationship 
of separate parts to each other. 

Practical Christian Work 
—methods of soul-winning and 
other forms of Christian work. 

Introd Bible Course 
—ada i , covers 


thods Principles of 
evangelism for Christian 
workers. 


Christian pany _ 
facts in su isti; 
faith and an inspired Bible" 
Bible Doctrine 
—great basic doctrines of 
tianity 


Bible Chapter Summary 
—aneasy way toknow the Bible. 
 — Bible Correspondence 


urse 
—scholarly, for ministers and 
Christian workers—covers en- 
tire Bible. 











These Eight Special Courses, offered by 
ail, outgrowth of 34 years’ ex- 


30,000 day, evening and correst.o 
students. 





within you.” In these modern days of fads, 
isms, scepticism and free-thinking, can you 
defend God’s sacred word —asa good 

Christian should be ‘ 
able to do? { 





(Not Sold for Profit!) 


enable you to acquire a thorough knowledge of 
the Bible. Th 
squarely upon the Bible as an inspired Book 
of Divine Revelation. They teach what the 
Bible says—not what some one says about it. 


One of the eight Courses for study by mail, 
Christian Evidences, deals particularly with the 
: common arguments advanced by the world to 
discount the Bible. It equips you with an under- 
standing of these criticisms and with Biblical 
evidence to refute them. It selects from the 
Bible, appropriate passages which answer 
these attacks. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Dept.5738, 


ey are non-sectarian, founded 


153 Institute Place CHICAGO, ILL. 





Send Coupon for 
FREE Prospectus 


All these courses are sold at cost 
—not for profit. You will enjoy read- 
ing our 32-page Prospectus and se- 
lecting the one best suited to your 
needs. Start to equip yourself as a 
stands the Bile: Seat wy the cnn: 
stands the Bible. in cou- 





MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Dept. 573 B 153 Institute Place 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


Please send me FREE your Prog 


Courses. I am mout interested in 
following: 

Synthetic Bible Study. 
Practical Christian Wort.......... 
Introd. Bible Course. 

E Li 


8 
describing the Eight Home Bible Beudy 
Check 











Christian Evidences 
Bible Doctrine. 
Bible Chapter Summary................... wall 
Scofield Bible Course. 











Name 


Address. 
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How to Get Two Books Free 


RE you planning to build or remodel your church or Sunday-school building, 
A or to reorganize your church activities this year? The Sunday School 
Times believes that it can save you time and expense, and help you solve 
your problems. It can, for instance, put into your hands free booklets giving you 
the latest standard methods in church and Sunday-school architecture, as well as 
direct you also to other books that aoe may wish to purchase and that may have 
a very definite bearing on your problem. Furthermore, the Times can put you in 
touch quickly with supply and equipment firms who can give you pointers as to the 
best way in which to perform your constructive piece of work. For instance, if 
you wish to take a large space in an old church or Sunday-school building and 
partition it into rooms for teachers, the Times can direct you as to where to get 
the best partitions. And in a score or more of ways, of which this is but an in- 
stance, the Times can render you valuable service. 

So confident is it of this, that if you will fill out and sign the questionnaire 
printed below, The Sunday School Times will send you, with its compliments, any 
two of the booklets here listed, most of them about fifty pages each, provided the 
equipment you intend to purchase will amount to $200 or more. 


You May Select Any Two of These Books 
(Please check the two you desire.) 


Radio Active Texts, by Bishop Henry W. Warren. 

Through the Bible By Questions, by O. S. Schultz. 

The Strategic Value of Prayer, by Gordon Watt. 

Bible Alphabets and Memory Work, by Alan S. Pearce. 

Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? by Robert Dick Wilson. 

The Bible and Its Enemies, by William Jennings Bryan.. 

The Religion of Religious Psychology, by Charles Calvert Ellis. 
Problems of a Christian College Student, by J. A. Morris Kimber, 
How to Speak Without Notes, by Robert E. Speer. 

Chart of Christ’s Journeyings, by C. E. Arnold. 


To secure these books please fill out this 


Questionnaire 


Have you started to build or remodel your church or Sunday-school, or will you do 


ON No ree ce ie is i ei Me ied hoa eae tae és: Seen 
‘What will be the new seating capacity? .......... Cott Soiisccsces 
ny hier tie Oe UR ONBO Do os Ses ian as Ova kaa euehaeRenaeeen LeeKens inacadens 
Shall you build an addition, or remodel your present building? ........ ere venue 
Shall you need rolling or folding partitions? ..........ccccccccesccccccccces eenee 
eee ET rer Terr rrr er re er ee Te (eseaheseus 
Shall you purchase any of the following equipment? .............0.eeeeee. oeeenes 


Flags (United States, etc.) 
Hand- work 

Honor Rolls 

Hymn Books (Song Books) 
Hymn Book Racks 

Lesson Helps (Books, etc.) 
Maps 

Marking Systems for Classes 
Memorial Tablets for Service Men 
Mite Boxes 

Mottoes, etc. 

Moving Picture Machines 
Offering Boxes (Mite Boxes) 
Partitions (Rolling and Folding) 
Pennants and Banners 
Pianos for Sunday-school 
Picture Rolls 

Postcards (Bible Verses) 
Pulpit Bibles 

Pulpit Lamps and Clocks 
Pulpit Gowns (Choir Gowns) 
Radio Equipment 

Registry Boards 

Scripture Calendars 

Special Music 

Stereopticons and Slides 
Typewriters 

Wall Tinting and Decorating 


Acousticon 
Addressing Equipment 
Attendance Devices 
Bibles and Testaments 
Bible Charts and Maps 
Bible Class Register Boards 
Bicycles 
Blackboards 
Bulletin Boards (Inside, Outside) 
Card Indexes 
Cards for All Occasions 
Church Acoustics 
Church and Sunday-school Orchestra 
Church Bells 
Church Cushions and Hassocks 
Church Ear- Phones 
Church Furniture 
Chairs for Sunday-school 
Pews 
Tables for Class Use 
Church Organs 
Class Pins 
Class Records 
Collection Plates 
Communion Supplies 
Dictating Machines 
Duplicating Mschines 
Duplex Epvelopes 
Filing Cabinets and Indexes 





From whom do you expect to purchase the above? 


Approximately how much will your new equipment, as checked above, cost? ...... 


Lice oe ee eet cer eee eer er Teer ecrre? ) Taka! fae Oo PP ae ee a ee ee ee a eae ee a ae ee ee 
PS SSSSSS SHE HSEH HEHEHE HSH HHEEHHSHEHSSSSE SESH SESE OSH SEHSHEEHEHHOEOHESEEEOHESEEEEEEE 


Please write plainly, without using abbreviations, and address The Sunday 
School Times Service Department, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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The Victorious Life 











The New Victorious Life Book 


INCE the beginning of the Victorious 

Life Testimony, back in 1913, three 
books containing addresses delivered at 
the annual conferences have been issued. 
The first was bound in yellow cloth, sug- 
gestive of the golden truth included be- 
tween the covers; the second bound in 
green, suggestive of the continual fresh- 
ness of God’s Word as interpreted by 
faithful witnesses. Now comes the third 
volume of such addresses, bound this time 
in scarlet, suggestive of redemption 
through the shed blood of our blessed 
Lord. The book of two hundred and sev- 
enty-two pages is made up largely of ad- 
dresses delivered at the Stony Brook, 
L. L., and Linwood Park, Ohio, Victorious 
Life Conferences, 

Messages appear from the Rev. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, D.D.; the Rev. Gordon 
Watt, of Great Britain; the Rev. J. S. 
Flacks, the Hebrew Christian; Mr. 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull; Mrs. E. B. 
Young, who has aroused so much inter- 
est in missionary work; the Rev. L. L. 
Legters, Mr. Addison C, Raws, Mrs. J. 
Harvey Borton, the Rev. J. W. Kenning- 
ton, of China; Miss Lois Reed MacLure, 
and Miss Esther E, Grether. There are 
extracts from “Say So” meetings, an out- 
line of plans for holding Victorious Life 
conferences in the future at America’s 
Keswick, at Keswick, N. J.; an outline of 
the purpose of the Pioneer Mission 
Agency, a description of “The New Fel- 
lowship” by Mr. Dinwiddie and Mr. 
Trumbull, and a choice list of helpful 
Victorious Life literature. Several of the 
articles reporting the Stony Brook and 
Linwood Park Conferences, which ap- 
peared in The Sunday School Times, are 
reproduced. 

The book may be ordered from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at $1.25. 


/ 
The Work at Keswick 


HE work of putting in roof rafters and 

of shingling Victory Hall at Keswick, 
N. J., is moving rapidly forward, floors 
are being laid here and there throughout 
the building, and the framework for 
porches on either side is going up, while 
the water tank for supplying the place 
with drinking water from the spring is 
being constructed. 

Keswick is.being prepared to be a cen- 
ter for Victorious Life conferences, espe- 
cially the annual Eastern Victorious Life 
Conference, and also to be used as a 
sound Bible conference ground for any 
Bible teaching that is true to the Word 
of God. 





The material from which Victory Hall 
is being erected was secured at a great’ 
reduction when a Government war-time | 
hotel, the Victory Hotel, at Bristol, Pa., was 
offered for sale. All the work has been | 
made possible by the generous gifts of | 
The Sunday School Times family and | 
other friends, whose total gifts and 
pledges up to the present time amount to| 
$14,800.56. To provide the minimum | 
needed equipment to make Keswick a 
comfortable conference center about $17,- 
ooo will yet be needed, for which all 
friends of the work are asked to pray. 
Contributions or pledges may be sent to 
B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 80 Stafford Build- 
ing, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
and pamphlets will be sent, upon request, 
describing the plans that have been pro- 
posed, and showing pictures of the won- 
derful natural beauties of Keswick. 


ye 
Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept 
informed of, and to pray for, meetings ad- 
dressed by members or speakers of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony. It will be noted 
that some of the meetings here listed are 
Victorious Life Conferences, conducted by 
the Victorious Life Testimony, while other 
meetings here listed are not in connection 





' subscribers in 





with such conferences, but are addressed by 


JULY 7, 1923 


individual speakers Of the Victorious Lifg¢ 
Testimony. 


Stony Brook, L. L, July 14-22.—Eastern Vic- 
torious Life Conference. Rates for board and 
-oom for the conference period have been fixed 
at $3 for registration, $15 per person for a 
room containing three or more, $18 per per- 
son for a room containing two. No rooms are 
to be reserved for less than the full confer- 
ence period, and no rooms are to be reserved 
for one person (with the possible exception of 
a speaker). Full information may be had 
by addressing the Victorious Life Testimony, 
80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

Knowlton, Quebec, Can., July 23-30.— 
Knowlton Victorious Life Conference. Full 
information may be had by addressing the 
Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Build- 
ing, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Connelly Springs, N. C.—August 1-8.—Vic- 
torious Life messages will be given by 
Charles G. Trumbull at the Connelly Springs 
Camp Meeting. A beautiful woodland, near 
the famous Connelly Mineral Spring. Motto: 
“Christ makes ‘free indeed.’” Board and 
rooms from $1 to $2.50 per day. For further 
information write to the Rev. Jim Green, 
Connelly Springs, N. C. 

Linwood Park, Ohio, August 13-19.—Mid- 
dle West Victorious Life Conference. Full 
information may be had by addressing the 
Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Build- 
ing, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 

Upper Montclair, N. J., July 8.—Presbyte- 
rian Church (morning service only). 

Chicago, July 10-14.—Moody Bible Institute, 
153 Institute Place. 

Stony Brook, L. 1. July 15-22.—Victorious 
Life Conference. 

Erieside, near Cleveland, Ohio, July 24-26.— 
Bible Conference. 

Montrose, Pa., July 27 to August 5.—Bible 
Conference. 

Cedar Falls, lowa, August 7-12.—Bible Con- 
ference. 

Linwood Park, Ohio, 
torious Life Conference. : 

Winona Lake, Ind., August 22-26.—Bible 
Conference. 

New York City, 


August 13-19.—Vic- 


September 16.—Fourth 


Presbyterian Church (morning service only). _ 


Will you pass on the above ‘informatica 
to those who may be interested in attending 
or praying for these meetings? Prayer is 
especially asked for the following needs: 

1. That there shall be clearly presented the 
all-sufficiency of the provision God made 
in our Lord Jesus Christ for every need 
of those who believe. 

2. That there shall also be presented the 
utter and continual helplessness and insuffi- 
ciency of every one apart from Christ te 
live a life pleasing to God. 


Che Sunday School ines 


Philadelphia, July 7, 1923 








Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

1 50 Five or more copies, either 
$ > to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $i.50 each, per 


year, 

One copy, or any number of 
$2.00 copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the mew address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club’ organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson for July 2 , 
John the Apostle 





Far Better Than 
a Pair of Hands 


No scrubbing. No scouring. No 
dipping out of water. Sani-Flush 
_ cleans toilet bowls better than any 
other means. Faster. Cleaner. Easier. 


Sprinkle a little into the bowl. Fol- 
low directions on the can. Flush! 
Gone are all stains, discolorations, in- 
crustations.. The bowl glistens. 

Too, the hidden, unhealthful trap 
is cleaned—purified by Sani-Flush. 
All foul odors are destroyed. There 

. is nothing like Sani-Flush. It will not 
harm plumbing connections. 

Always keep Sani-Flush handy in 
the bathroom. 

Sani-Flush is sold at grocery, drug, 

hardware, plumbing and house-furnish- 

ing stores. Price 25c. (Canadian price, 
35c; foreign price, 50c.) 

THE HYGIENIC PRODUCTS CO. 

Canton, Ohio 
Foreign Agents: Harold F. Ritchie & Co., Ltd. 
Toronto, da 


33 Farringdon Road, London, E. C. 1, England 
China House, Sydney, Australia 
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A Memorial Volume 


PANDITA RAMABAI 


By CLEMENTINA BUTLER 


Intimate glimpses of the life and work 
-of India’s valiant child-widow deliverer. 
A record of high courage and faith and 
achievement—through God. A unique 
missionary chronicle. 
With 9 illustrations, Only $1, 


By Ramabai Herself 
THE HIGH-CASTE HINDU WOMAN 


An account of her childhood and mar- 
ried life, woman’s place in religion and 
society, widowhood, effects on society, 
and an appeal. 

“A heart-break anda joy.” —Frances 
E. Willard. 

Illustrated, revised edition, 75 cents. 





FOR SALE BY 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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The Nortons Coming to America 


CABLEGRAM from Mr. Ralph C. 

Norton, Director of the Belgian Gos- 
ple Mission, announced that he and Mrs, 
Norton would sail on the Red Star Line 
“Belgenland” on June 27, arriving in 
America on July 4 or 5, and will be open 
for engagements at Bible conferences, 
in churches and wherever their testimony 
is desired. They have already been 
booked for some of the annual Bible con- 
ferences, and plan to be at the Stony 
Brook, L. I., Victorious Life Confer- 
ence from July 15 to 18; Erieside Bible 
Conference, July 21 to 23; Montrose 
Bible Conference, July 28 to August 2; 
Lake Orion Bible Conference, August 3 
to 5; Cedar Falls Bible Conference, Au- 
gust 9 to 12, and Gull Lake Bible Con- 
ference, on August 6 and 7. 

Mr. Norton in a recent letter was re- 
joicing over the fact that “What the Bible 
Teaches,” by Dr. R. A. Torrey, has been 
translated into French for the use of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission. He wrote that 
they were quite gratified with the orders 
that have begun to come in, and heéx- 
pected to spend a few days in France and 
Switzerland just before sailing for Amer- 
ica to arrange with book publishers in 
those countries to handle the work. He 
adds: 

“You cannot know with what joy we 
have hailed the appearance of this book. 
and how we thank our Heavenly Father 
for the privilege of putting it out. It 
seems to us more than a coincidence that 
‘What the Bible Teaches’ should be put 
out in French in the same city, Brussels, 
from which was issued the first book by 
Astruc, the father of the Documentary 
Theory of Higher Criticism. Andreas 
Masius, a Belgian priest, issued a similar 
treatise’on criticism there in 1574. Would 
God that ‘Ce Que La Bible Enseigne’ 
‘What the Bible Teaches,’ might reap as 
great a harvest for the Lord as this book 
of Astruc’s reaped for Satan. We hope 
and pray that, at least, it will bring back 
many-a' one who has lost his faith, and 
strengthen the faithful in their position. 

“We have just had Dr. Charles Inwood 
with us for a two-weeks’ conference for 
the deepening of the spiritual life of our 
people. He is the world-wide representa- 
tive of Keswick (England), and the re- 
ports from everywhere tell of marvelous 
blessing resting upon his services. These 
reports are fully justified, from what we 
saw here. 

“Night after night there were large 
audiences listening to his messages, and 
with what searching of heart and longing 
to be more like the Lord! I have at- 
tended ‘many conferences, but I ~ have 
never sensed such a presence of the Holy 
Ghost as on the closing night of the 
meeting here in Brussels. I should think 
there were more than two hundred peo- 
ple present—a large crowd for a Ro- 
man Catholic country — and, upon his in- 
vitation, two-thirds of the audience arose, 
thus saying that they would take Christ in 
all his fulness. 

“Before leaving, Dr. Inwood said to a 
group of us: ‘This work is nothing less 
than marvelous, and cannot be duplicated 
in any place in the world. It does not 
seem possible that it could have been 
done in 90 short a time’—and he is a 
man who weighs his words. 

“We hope to have Blackstone’s ‘Jesus 
is Coming’ translated into Dutch within 
a month, and this will reach seven mil- 
lions of people in Holland, and four mil- 
lion Dutch or Flemish-speaking people 
iri the north of Belgium.” 

Mr. Norton’s friends will be sorry to 
hear of the serious illness of his sister, 
Mrs. Harrington, of Gary, Ind., and will 
no doubt be glad to pray for her re- 
covery. 


Miss Margaretta M. Haig makes avail- 
able for you in simple form the outlined 
results of her Bible study, gained by 
more than a quarter century of the kind 
of Bible study that is needful to conduct 
teacher-training classes. That means a 


great deal to you in her highly useful 
book, “Analytical Outlines of the Old 
Testament,” published ar $1.25 by The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia. 
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War—Famine—Pestilence. These words 
in all their ugly significance characterize 
the Near East. Thousands of these people 
are in exile and have lost their Bibles. 
They ‘are in sore need. Famine for the 
Word of God is greater than the famine 
for bread. One half-naked woman said, 
“Thank God I was able to keep my Tes- 
tament and it kept my soul strong.” 


The American Bible Society distributes 
over 175,000 volumes of the Scriptures 
in this region annually. An encourag- 
ing record, but totally inadequate to 
meet the crying needs of these destitute 
millions. 
We invite you to participate in this program 
by immediate gift or legacy. The annuity plan 
gives you an opportunity of helping generously 
without hardship because you receive an in- 
come for life on your benevolent gift. 
Write for booklet 16 H. 

American Bible Society, Bible House 

' New York 
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Auction Off Your Money 





8 Rtcr-nape of your money as something for 
sale to the highest bidder. That’s what 
it actually is. 


And bidders are legion. Look through the 
advertisements and you will find them— 
“every one. They shout, beckon or nod to 
you through the medium of type and picture. 
Each seeks to outdo the others in the attrac- 
tiveness of his offer. Each vies with the 
others for the privilege of your attention. 














Competition is keen. Each advertisement 
in this paper is an offer made directly to you. 
Each is worthy of your interest in some 
degree. 


Read the advertisements. Know what is 
offered in return for your money. Hear all 
the bids. Compare values. Check up on 

_the offerings. Then you can be sure you 
are getting the most for your money. 








Know what your money is worth 
Advertisements tell you 








HOW I KNOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYER 


A new book by Rosalind (Mrs. Jonathan) Goforth, missionary in China since 1888. Mrs. Goforth 

knows because she has preved it—from guidance in the smallest details of life to deliverance im life and 

—_ ae An intimate and wonderful record reminding one of the life of George Mueller 
-25, postpaid. 





The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Church Furniture 
SUNDAY SCHOOL BQUIEMENT 
OUTSIDE BULLETIN BOARD 

Also Sole Distributors, The Ideal S. S. tees 

Send for literature 


Dept.—S. S. T 
THE DeLONG FURNITURE CO. 
— 822 Withconion Bide., 
opton, Pa. Philadelphia, Pa. 

















PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, f2unac“ uicnes 
"Cauace FURNITURE 
Is 


Pews, Puiete, as 


Tnine. vee. hnest jeer made. Direct 
from our factory to your chorch, Ca free, 


‘BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


CluistianWork 
Training Ma] 




















“Yat US 


cASR lr FREE 


Moony BIBL INSTITUTE 
154 Institute Place 
COURSES | (Oaer 573 B! 





You can bé quickly cured, if you 


STAMMER 


Send 10 cents for 288-page book on “tie tells and 
Stuttering, “Its Cause = +, pm — > how I 
cured myself after stamme ue, 
0475 Bogue Bidg., 1147 Ne 
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Nave’s Topical Bible 
PAY US $1 DOWN AND $1 PER MONTH 


All Scripture a according to subjects. 


A STUDY BIBLE 
It is a Bible, Commentary , Dictionary, History, 
Concordance Analysis, and Subject tadex com- 
bined. Catalogue free. Good terms to agents. 


NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 


Cuticura Soap 
Clears the Skin 
jand Keeps it Clear 


Soap, Ointment, Tal everywhere. les 
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Have you, as a soul-winner, ever pray- 
erfully, quietly, and thoroughly gone 
over the whole Bible teaching on Sal- 
vation? Lewis Sperry Chafers book 
“Salvation” does that in a way you will 
be deeply interested to traverse with this 
Bible teacher of rare spiritual insight. 
(The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, $1, post- 
paid. 














For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission PrayerLeague, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “them that are His.’’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond te personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by — aa otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for G idance and blessing of the League.— 
Bes ~. he Sunday School Times. 


“Simultaneous Prayer’’ 


NE of the most eagerly appreciated 

features of a _ certain evangelical 
movement has come to be its “simultane- 
ous prayer season” on the second Wed- 
nesday evening of each month. A Minne- 
Sota pastor says that he has marked on 
his “big wall calendar” this particular 
monthly evening for an entire year. And 
a Pittsburgh Christian says that “it is a 
new experience to feel in unison with 
so much of the world and so many peo- 
ple at prayer.” 

How many of our Sunday School 
Times readers would welcome something 
similar once or twice each: week or 
month? Shail we not, at least this week, 
observe two short seasons of simultane- 
cus intercession (say on Tuesday morn- 
ing from 6 to 6.15, and on Sunday 
morning from 7 to 7.15, July 17 and 22), 
to pray “one for another” and for “all 
saints” everywhere, especially for those 
who are sorely tried or burdened? See 
paragraphs below for extracts from let- 
ters, typical requests, prayer suggestions, 
and the like. 


July 17 to 22 
Mon.—Mark 1 : 16-20. 

The Call of John the Apostle. 

One day’s work, but think of all that 

grew out of it: Christ’s “inner circle” of 
disciples; the great sermon of Pentecost, 
with its thousands of converts; the 
crowning Gospel and the crowning proph- 
ecy of the Bible, besides five other books; 
to say nothing of innumerable matters 
of lesser importance. Memorable day in- 
deed ! 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: But 
works than these shall he do” who be- 
lieveth on me; but remember, “faith 
cometh by hearing, AND HEARING BY THE 
Worpn” (Rom. 10:17). Pray that the 
whole true Church, yourself included, may 
possess its possession of the very “faith 
of God” for EVERYTHING in the will of 
God for yourself and for “all saints.” 
Tues.—Matthew 17 : 1-8. 

John at the Transfiguration. 

“The transfiguration scene contains, in 
miniature, all the elements of the future 
kingdom in manifestation.” (See all of 
Scofield’s wonderful comment on v. 2.) 
It was only Christ’s little “inner circle” 
that he took with him on special occa- 
sions. Have you ever read Pastor P. W. 
Philpott’s little booklet, “‘The Inner Cir- 
cle”? (Evangelical Publishing Co., To- 
ronto, Ont., 25 cts.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for each 
one in our Sunday School Times circle, 
many of them just now, during this sim- 
ultaneous prayer season (see Introduction 
above), remembering every other one. 
Pray for the bodily healing of two sisters, 
one in Indiana, the other in Illinois, and 
for the salvation and deliverance of their 
afflicted brother. Pray for Every af- 
fiicted child of God. 


Wed.—Luke 9 : 49-56. The Intolerance of John. 


Was not this (v. 50) a rebuke of the 
spirit of narrow sectarianism? Even the 
most saintly of God’s children are apt to 
fall into this sin. The true way is nar- 
row indeed, but wide enough to include 
therein all “them that are his” (2 Tim. 
2:19). John was being trained for future 
service. Do you think he chafed under 
it? 

Prayer Succestions: A few months 
ago prayer was asked for the physical 
healing of a Christian attorney living in 


“greater 
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Missouri whose disease the physicians 
pronounced incurable. And now comes 
his letter praising God for prayers be- 
ing answered. Pray for four cancer-af- 
flicted women (in California, Minnesota, 
Ohio, and New York) that if it is God’s 
will they may be healed. 


Thurs.—John 13 ; 21-30. 
John the Beloved Disciple. 

“The secret of the Lord” is not even 
to all members of the “inner circle,” but 
only to that humble-hearted one who re- 
clines in childlike trust upon his Saviour’s 
breast; to the one more conscious of 
Jesus than of himself or his own at- 
tainments or humility. Precious relation- 
ship, for His glory! (Psa. 91:1; Isa. 
57: 15.) 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In some sections 
of Los Angeles, housewives have formed 
morning cottage prayer-meetings to in- 
tercede for revival. Pray that these shall 
be formed in all parts of the city.” (Yes, 
and in every city in America!) It was 
exactly in this way that a sweeping re- 
vival began recently in an Arkansas com- 
munity. Over a thousand conversions. 
Pray! 


Fri—Acts 4:13-22. The Boldness of John. 


Only a few short weeks before, both 
Peter and John had exhibited great cow- 
ardice (Mark 14: 47-52; John 18: 15-17), 
and Peter had added profanity to fear. 
What then could have wrought so mar- 
velous a change in so brief a time? From 
worse than timidity to better than temer- 
ity; any child of God may be likewise 
changed by meeting the conditions. 


PRAYER Svuccestions: “Pray for a 
Presbyterian preacher's backslidden son” 
(and for every backslidden child); “for 
the worldly husband of a real Christian 
woman” (and for EvERY worldly hus- 
band); “for three gifted sons and @ 
doughter that they may hear His call to 
service’ (and for ALL such sons and 
daughters). God answers prayer! 


(Lesson for July 22) JULY 7, 








1923 


Sat.—Revelation 1 ; 1-11. 
The Revelation of John. 


Think of it all! From a humble fish- 
erman (Mark 1:16), human and narrow 
{Luke 9:49), ambitious (Mark 10: 37), 
“unlearned and ignorant” even after Pen- 
tecost {Acts 4:13), and yet in time the 
writer of five enduring books, one of 
which contains the Bible’s deepest mys- 
teries! No earthly education can com- 
pare with the wisdom from above. 


PrayER Succestions: Two mission- 


aries in far-off India write for prayer, 
one of them the editor of The Indian 
Christian. The other says that his 


church has set apart the ate Monday o 
every month to pray for local and world- 
wide revival. Pray that thousands of 
other churches at home and abroad may 
do likewise. Pray for EVERY missionary 
and pastor and evangelist. 


Sun.—1 John 4: 11-21. John’s Message of Love. 


John, deepest loving; longest living. He 
fulfilled Psalm 91: 1, and God fulfilled to 
him Psalm 91:16. Love tends to long 
life; heavenly happiness to human health, 
The “perfect love” of God “casteth out” 
the fear of man, of circumstances, of 
death, of judgment. No condemnation of 
4 others. It liberates self; it draws 
others. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Again at this 
simultaneous prayer season, “though sun- 
dered far, by faith we meet around one 
common mercy seat.” Thank God for 
this “sweet hour” of fellowship, during 
which at the family altar and in our pri- 
vate closets we can look up through tears 
of sorrow and joy and mutual sympathy 
to the same blessed Sun of righteousness, 
shining alike into all our hearts. Halle-' 
lujah! 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A cata- 
logue sent on request. 








in Belgium— 


fifty persons. 


summer. 


found the Lord. 


you share in it by 
C. G. Trumbull, 
Philadelphia. 





And such meetings as would rejoice your heart ! 


Each of the two tents of the Belgian Gospel | 
Mission accommodates about four hundred and 


Each tent visits about four towns during the 


With the crowded children’s services in the 
afternoons, and the crowded services for grown- 
ups in the evenings, thousands are reached who 
never before have heard the Gospel. 


And you should hear the singing,— see the 
rapt attention to the Gos 
the spiritual hunger, and tal 
converts who have in these wonderful meetings 


Here is direct, effective evangelism. 
our gifts? Now is the time! 
reasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, 


THE BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, Directors 


This is the time 
for tent-meetings 


el messages, note , 
Ik with glad-hearted 
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